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Mission Statement:  
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals 

through education and 

a humane, pro -active 

animal services pro-

gram. We are commit-

ted to preventing the 

suffering of animals and 

to ending pet overpop-

ulat ion in the cit ies we 

serve. 

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We 

offer animals for adop-

tion and provide ani-

mal services to Lake 

Elsinore, Wildomar, 

Canyon Lake, Menifee, 

Murrieta, and Temecu-

la.  We are a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) organization.  

Paws on the Promenade Spooktacular Dog Walk 
Coming Saturday, October 20! 

 
The days are finally getting cooler and the 
nights are getting crisper, and you know what 
that meansðHalloween!  
 
One of our most popular events of the year, 
Paws on the Promenade Spooktacular Dog 
Walk, will be held Saturday, October 20, 10:00 
am to 1:00 pm at the Outdoor Plaza, in front of 
the Edwards Theater at the Promenade Temec-
ula.  This family event is a lot of fun and gives 
you the opportunity to show off your pet 
dressed in his favorite costume! 

 
The event will feature a doggy costume contest, pet parade, local business vendors, treat 
bags for all participants, and raffle prizes! Categories are Spookiest, Most Original, Darling 
Divas, and Dashing Dudes. Entry fees are $20 per category per pet.  We also need spon-
sorships and vendors. Find more information on the enclosed flyers. 
 
Thanks to John Hine Subaru Mazda and ASPCA as our title sponsors, plus our continued 
support from Paradise Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC! 
 
Funds raised for the event go to help all the ñdudesò and ñdivasò that find themselves at 
the shelter throughout the year. Weôre looking forward to seeing you there! 

Say ñCheeseòðIs Your Pet a Calendar Winner? 
 

Then get those cameras out and start snapping away! AFVôs 2019 Calendar Contest is  
underway! This yearôs contest has entered the digital age. Photos will be judged online 
and those with the most votes win the top spots in the calendar. The top 12 photos  will 
be featured as Pets of the Month, getting full page spreads. They also will receive one 
free calendar. The top 24 winners will also get a little feature on a monthly page. ALL 
participants will have their pets featured on a collage page in the calendar ð every-
body is a winner in this contest! 
 
Submit your photo to https://www.gogophotocontest.com/animalfriendsofthevalleys 
with a short bio about your pet. There is a $10 donation per entry. Send your shareable 
link to family, friends and neighbors to collect the most votes at $1 donation per vote. 
 
Pets donôt have to be furry, either! Send photos of your cat, dog lizard, frog, bird,  
bunny or any other animal family members.  
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We are finally all catching our breath after a very challenging series of events throughout the 
summer months. During the July 4th celebrations we took in over 261 stray animals. Many of 
those were dogs who were frightened by fireworks and found running frantically on the 
streets. The luckiest of them were brought in by the public or rescued by our animal control 
officers. We fed and cared for them here at the shelter and worked to reunite them with their 
families. Many animals were not microchipped, though, and their original owners could not be 
traced. Of the 261 animals we received only 67 were claimed and found their way safely 
home. Clearly a microchip is a pet's passport home! Some of the less fortunate animals fell 
victim to traffic accidents. With the help of local veterinarians, we treated as many as possi-
ble, but 33 succumbed to their injuries.  
 
Days later, the Holy fire erupted, devastating over 22,000 acres and destroying numerous structures in the pro-
cess. Our staff and volunteers were on full alert and tracked the mandatory evacuations. Within a period of 48 
hours we had given shelter to 171 pets. It was wonderful to see the outpouring of support from the community. 
We received numerous donations of dog and cat food, kitty litter, blankets, towels and even pizza and snacks 
for the folks at the shelter working around the clock to care for the animals. 
 
Barely were the mandatory fire evacuations lifted than the ñClear the Shelterò event was upon us. This is a na-
tional event sponsored by NBC4 and Telemundo. Once again, our wonderful staff and volunteers stepped up 
and our lobby was full for many busy hours as we introduced pets to their prospective new loving homes. When 
the doors finally closed that weekend we were thrilled to see that over 100 animals were now in their forever 
homes. A great success! 
 
These many challenges were met and embraced by our awesome Animal Friends team and my admiration and 
heartfelt thanks goes out to each and every staff member and volunteer. You have saved SO many lives and 
you all rock!!!  
 
All good wishes, 
 
 
Neil 
 

 

Message from our Executive Director 

Contact us...  
 
customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
animalcontrol@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
volunteers@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 

Sˢʳʶʕ Nɫeʋ tʙ Spˉʦ ˛ʞ Nˏuɾˏʞ Y˛ˤʞ Peʠ? 
 
Weôve got you covered. Our low cost spay and neuter 
clinic is just a phone call away.  
 
Do your part to help stop the pet overpopulation crisis! 
Your animal will be happier and healthier; most im-
portantly, he or she will not contribute more litters to a 
world that does not have homes for them.  
 
Call for an appointment today:  951-674-SPAY (7729)  
 
Need vaccinations? Our clinic is open MondayðFriday 
10 am to 1 pm (no appointment necessary).  
 
Microchips only $20 at the clinic and shelter. 
 
For more information, log on to our website: 
www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/services-licensing/. Would you like to receive your news-

letter via email starting in 2019? It will 
save the shelter money and might 
even be more convenient for you! If 
you are interested, please send your 
email address to: 
event@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com. 
(We will still have a limited number of 
newsletters printed.) 

 www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
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 A Very Busy Summer at the Shelter  

We celebrated the 4th of July the weekend before the holiday with a special ñDog Days 
of Summerò adoption event with reduced adoption fees and all spays and neutered 
sponsored by our good friends at Lucky Chi Dog Rescue!  
 
 Rennie, left, was one of the many lucky dogs that found a new home that weekend! 

 
July 4 started with a bang when the shelter was inundated with over 261 animals 
scared out of their wits by the noisy celebrations. But, some of our loyal staff was here, 
spending the holiday working their own tails off trying to reunite the lost ones with their 
families. A big thanks to Officer Middleton and her staff, along with AFV Board Presi-
dent Tammi Boyd, who spent many hours at the shelter that day. 
 
 

Things rolled along pretty smoothly for a few weeks until the August heat wave hit, and then, the fires. Holy smoke! 
Flames grew and residents had to evacuate. But what to do with their pets? Never fear, the shelter was hereðand we 
opened our doors to 171 pet guests. And, they were not only cats and dogs. We had bunnies, turtles, parrots and moreð
even a hedgehog! Our classroom was turned into a holding area for dogs (in individual crates, of course) and the cats 
and other animals were placed into every spare nook and cranny! Of course, that put a strain on our supplies, but our 
local communities came through with food, kitty litter, blankets, toys and more for our guests. We canôt thank you enough!  
 
When the danger was over and pets and their families were safely back home, it was time to get ready for the ñClear the 
Sheltersò event, a national event sponsored by NBC and Telemundo-owned television stations and 900 shelters nation-
wide, held to bring homeless animals together with new families. Lucky Chi Dog Rescue once again came to the rescue 
and sponsored all spay/neuter fees for the adopted animals and AFV lowered adoption rates to help the cause. Over 100 
animals were adopted from AFV. It was amazing to see so many empty cages at the end of the day! 

 
Special thanks to all the groups who helped us celebrate the day including 
Lucky Chi Dog Rescue, Hillôs Pet Nutrition, VCA California Oaks Animal Hos-
pital, Camp Bow Wow Temecula, Coats Nô Totes, Cat's Pride Cat Litter, Top 
Dog Mobile Grooming, Abbadabba's Dog Bakery, Which Wich, Dunkin' Do-
nuts, George's Pet Sitting, Lucky Bunny Rabbit Rescue, and our partners at 
Petco Murrieta for their support at this amazing event! 
 
A busy day indeed for our staff and volunteers on Clear the Shelters day! A huge 
thanks to everybody who adopted a new furry friend! 
 
 

 
Rascal got into the action, too, at his store in our lobby. 

 
 
Giblet, a shelter favorite, found her home that day. 

 
 
 
And, so did Colton and Pierre! 
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I adopted Marty at the end of January 2017.  Heôs called 
Dougal now and is a very smart and loveable lad. I told you 
heôd be with me forever and here he is on Blackford Hill in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. You 
can just make out Edin-
burgh Castle in the dis-
tance and the Firth of 
Forth behind us. We 
moved here two weeks 
ago with his sister Kipper 
and feline friend Wednes-
day. Everyone traveled 
very well and all of them 
are very happy here.  
 
All the best,  
Rhoda (Smith) 
  

Just wanted to send a quick update on Coco (still named 
that) that I adopted at an event on Memorial Day weekend 
at Petco! She is doing amazing! The little 13 pound beast 
gives her bigger, younger sister a run for her money.  
 
She took a trip up to Mammoth and hiked up to eight miles a 
day. Her favorite pastimes include: napping, eating, walking, 
going crazy at dog beach, petting her humans and hiding 
from the washing machine! 
 
She is such a sweet little girl and has brought so much hap-
piness to our household already. 
 
Kelli (OôBryan) 

Here's Bingo's grown up 
picture. She's a year old 
now, and a holy terror. I 
hope she stays small like 
she is, only 8 lbs. 
 
Ellen Dyer 

We adopted Luke from 
you and it was the best 
thing we ever did! 
 
Shawn Bedwell 

We recently adopted a 
precious dog named  
Sophia, which is now 
named Mocha. She 
was a sweet, shy, and 
very timid dog. While 
still sweet and still timid 
at times, she has made herself very comfortable in our 
home. Thought you would like to see an updated picture 
of how comfortable she is with her new family. We  
absolutely adore her. 
 
Suzanne Kurtz 

Dear Animal Friends...  

Miley is Up and Running Again! 
 
Remember this little angel and her giant cast?  
 
Thanks to all the love and special care 
from her foster momma Karen Miller, 
our cattery team, and donations to our 
Foster Medical Fund from wonderful 
people like you, little miss Miley is now 
happy, healthy, and settled into her 
new forever home! 
 
If you would like to donate to our Foster 
Medical Fund so we can save more 
sick and injured shelter pets, or if you 
are interested in fostering a shelter pet, 
please contact our foster coordinator at 
951-674-0618 ext. 216 or email her at 
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com. 

 
Miley says ñthank you!ò 
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Have You 

Heard?  

Lucky Chi Dog Rescue ð 
 Always There for Us! 

 
The AFV animals have so many wonderful friends out there 
and we would like to introduce two of them to you. 
 
Lucky Chi Dog Rescue has rescued hundreds of our home-
less Chihuahuas over the years. They are so good to the 
dogs they rescue, often paying for surgeries and other  
necessities to get the dogs ready for their new homes. They 
are at our Murrieta Petco adoption events every Saturday. 
 
Not only that, but Lucky Chi helps sponsor many of our spe-
cial events, too. For example, during our Dog Days of Sum-
mer event right before the Fourth of July, they sponsored all 
the spay/neuters for the animals (including cats!) that were 
adopted during the two-day event. More recently, during our 
Clear the Shelters event, they did the same thing for the 
whole three-day weekend, helping over 100 animals find 
new homes! 

We cannot say enough good things about our super  
special friends at the Temecula Valley Womanôs Club. 
They recently made the incredible donation of an  
incubator for our underage and motherless kittens! Their 
donation is another example of the outstanding support 
these Animal Advocates have so graciously given to the 
shelter pets and we are so grateful for their continued 
friendship! 

Temecula Valley Womanôs Club 
Donates an Incubator for Our 

Underage and Motherless Kittens! 

Barb Purdy, chairwoman of the 
TVWC Animal Advocates 
Committee, meeting one of  
the newest inhabitants of the 
incubator. 

Jeri McLees, co-chair of 
the TVWC Animal Advo-
cates Committee, cud-
dling one of the tiny 
kittens saved by the 
clubôs generous gift.  

Barb Purdy receiving a plaque of appreciation from 
AFV Executive Director Neil Trent. 

Wolfie, left, has a new guardian, 
too, thanks to Lucky Chi! 
 
Come down to the Murrieta Petco 
on Saturdays,10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and meet more Lucky Chi dogs 
and other pets in our many foster 
homes!  

Monique (far 
left) with her 
new friend and 
guardian, is one 
of the many 
dogs fostered by 
Lucky Chi. 
 
Three-legged 
Charlotte, right, 
was also a 
Lucky Chi  
rescue.   
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What an 
amazing 
commu-
nity we 
have 
here in 
our val-
leys!! 
We want 
to ex-
tend a 
HUGE 
thank 
you to Michaela Chubb, who brought in over 300 
lbs. of dog food, cat food, and assorted donations 
that she got in lieu of birthday presents! Thank you 
so much, Michaela, for this incredible gift!!! 

These three amazing young ladies held a joint 
birthday party and, in lieu of gifts, they asked for 
donations that they could bring to the animals here 
at AFV--how awesome is that!?! 
 
Thank you, girls, so much for helping out the shel-
ter pets... Because shelter pets are heads and 
tails above the rest!! (And so are girls like you!) 

And a special thanks to the Riverside Hells Angels 
for bringing over 400 lbs. of dog and cat food out to 
us in our time of need!! 

Special thanks to these cuties from Girl Scout Troop 
#1737 (above) and Troop #1948 (below) for bringing in 
a whole bunch of goodies for the shelter pets! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you so much, girls; our furry friends certainly 
appreciated all of the gifts!!! 

A huge thanks to  
Eagle Scout Kevin 
Gameros for building 
a chicken coop to 
house the cluckers 
that arrive at the shel-
ter. It is amazing how 
many do end up here  
and this coop gives 
them the opportunity 
to be outside and pro-

tected from predators and the elements. The coop is 
really something to crow about! 

 

We also thank Eagle 
Scout  Josh Haustein  
for building some con-
crete blocks out in our 
stray area. Here he is 
pictured with Richard 
Dominguez, our facility 
manager, at the Scout 
Court of Honor. 
 
The scouts do so much 

for 
us 
and 
we sincerely give them a paws up! 


