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Shelter petséheads and tails above the rest! 

Mission Statement:  
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals through 

education and a hu-

mane, pro -active ani-

mal services program. 

We are committed to 

preventing the suffering 

of animals and to end-

ing pet overpopulation 

in the cities we serve.  

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We of-

fer animals for adoption 

and provide animal ser-

vices to Lake Elsinore, 

Wildomar, Canyon 

Lake, Menifee, Mur-

rieta, and Temecula.  

We are a nonprofit 501

(c)(3) organization.  

Executive Director  
Neil Trent 

FORE The Animals Golf Tournament 
Friday, March 23 

 
Calling all golfers! Join Animal Friends of the Valleys and 
Paradise Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC as we play a round 
of golf for the animals! The event this year will be held at 
Temecula Creek Inn, 44501 Rainbow Canyon Rd. in  
Temecula. Check-in is 12 noon. Ticket prices are $125 for 
one player and $400 for a team of four. 
 
To register or questions, call Beth at 951-805-6239 or 
beth@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com. Or, register online at 

FORE2018.eventbrite.com (with a convenience fee). 
 
See you there!  

362 Spay/Neuter Vouchers Given to Local Residents 
In Honor of World Spay Day! 

 
The weather may have been cold and rainy, but that didnôt stop local residents from waiting 
in line to receive free spay/neuter vouchers for their pets on World Spay Day, February 27. 
Vouchers in the amount of $100 for dogs and $50 for cats were given out to be used at our 
low cost spay/neuter clinic, for a total contribution from AFV of  $31,750!  

 
We were so happy to see so many 
people wanting to do their part to help 
stop the overpopulation of cats and 
dogs. Spaying and neutering is the one 
and only way to prevent litters of kit-
tens and puppies for whom there are 
not enough homes. 
 
We thank everyone who came out for 
vouchers. You have made the world a 
better place for pets and helped make 
2018, without doubt, the ñYear of the 
Dogò (and cat!) 
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This month, Tuesday, February 27 to be exact, Animal Friends of the Valleys participated in the annual World Spay 
Day. This initiative, now in its 24th year, is truly global with over 70 countries actively participating. Every year on 
this day, animal welfare organizations and rescues focus their efforts on addressing the critical issue of pet over-
population.  
 
Overpopulation is one of the primary reasons that so many animals end up in shelters and, all too often, are  
euthanized. That was the fate of 2.4 million animals in 2017 alone. Collectively, we can change that. We can save 
lives. 
 
The Animal Friends of the Valleys supported this event by distributing vouchers to pet owners in the community. 
We were so pleased to see a very long line of pet owners at the shelter eager to receive a voucher and over 362 
vouchers, 273 $100 dog and 89 $50 cat vouchers, were issued to be redeemed at our spay and neuter clinic in 
Lake Elsinoreða total contribution by AFV of $31,750. 
 
Making the decision to spay or neuter a pet means that fewer animalsðthose as loving, healthy, and deserving of companionship as 
your ownðwill be euthanized for lack of a home. Just in case you need more information before making this important decision, here is 
the truth behind some commonly spread myths about spaying and neutering, (courtesy of animalsheltering.org). 
 
MYTH: It's better to have one litter before spaying a female pet. 
FACT: Every litter counts. Veterinary medical evidence indicates just the opposite. In fact, the evidence shows that females spayed be-
fore their first heat are typically healthier. Many veterinarians now sterilize dogs and cats as young as eight weeks of age. 
 
MYTH: I want my children to experience the miracle of birth. 
FACT: The miracle of birth is quickly overshadowed by the thousands of animals euthanized in animal shelters in communities all across 
the country. Teach children that all life is precious by spaying and neutering your pets.  
 
MYTH: But my pet is a purebred. 
FACT: So is at least one out of every four pets brought to animal shelters around the country. There are just too many dogs and catsð
mixed breed and purebred. Nationally about half of all animals entering shelters are euthanized. 
 
MYTH: I want my dog to be protective. 
FACT:  It is a dog's natural instinct to protect home and family. A dog's personality is formed more by genetics and environment than by 
sex hormones. 
 
MYTH: I don't want my male dog or cat to feel like less of a male. 
FACT: Pets don't have any concept of sexual identity or ego. Neutering will not change a pet's basic personality. They don't suffer any 
kind of emotional reaction or identity crisis when neutered. 
 
MYTH: My pet will get fat and lazy. 
FACT: The truth is that most pets get fat and lazy because their owners feed them too much and don't give them enough exercise. 
  
MYTH: But my dog (or cat) is so special, I want a puppy (or kitten) just like them. 
FACT: Your pet's puppies or kittens have an unlikely chance of being a carbon copy of your pet. Even professional breeders cannot 
make this guarantee. There are shelter pets waiting for homes who are just as cute, 
smart, sweet, and loving as your own. 
 
MYTH: It's expensive to have my pet spayed or neutered.  
FACT: Many low-cost options exist for spay/neuter services. Animal Friends of the 
Valleys operates a spay/neuter clinic which provides low-cost services. 
 
MYTH: I'll find good homes for all the puppies and kittens. 
FACT: You may find homes for your pet's puppies and kittens. But you can  
only control what decisions you make with your own pet, not the decisions  
other people make with theirs. Your petôs puppies and kittens, or their puppies or kit-
tens, could end up in an animal shelter as one of the many homeless pets in every 
community competing for a home. Will they be one of the lucky ones? 
 
Many thanks to all those folks who received a voucher and to all our friends and sup-
porters who continue to work with us to save lives! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neil Trent 
 
 

 
 

Message from our Executive Director 

KaZVhZ Ydcqi a^iiZg+++ 

Spay and neuter your critters!  

Still Need to Spay or Neuter Your Pet? 
Weôre Here to Help! 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fanimalshelteting.org&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb9d7a3cedc6a4e08427d08d57d4fd481%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636552704171098203&sdata=kv8ZhSTOeo%2B8MxFTPyaUFWxDAgwZ8BdwXL4lBrHTkL0%3D&res
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Dear Animal Friends...  

I found my precious little Angel 
on Oct. 23 at your shelter after 
my little Chihuahua passed 
away. The hole in my heart was 
huge, which he is filling every-
day. 
 
I named him Baylee, who now 
is the blessed love of my life. 
He is 6 months old and weighs 
a big 4 lbs., 6 oz. 
 
Thank you for my precious little 
guy. 
 
Charlie Silva 

 
Just thought I would send you 
some pics and show you how 
Sully is doing. We love him! Not 
sure (why) his family turned him 
in; it is a mystery to us. Oh, 
well, their loss is our gain! 
 
Thanks again! 
 
Belinda Davis 

 
 
 
We adopted Peanut into 
our family (in October) and 
weôre all so in love with 
him.  
 
Danielle Guiterrez 

 
We adopted this little one 
in January. She is the per-
fect fit for our family. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jamie Atallah 

Meet Kringle. He, his mother and five siblings were found 
alone on Temecula Parkway. Sadly, Kringleôs leg was broken 
and the vet said it needed to 
be amputated. Thanks to 
generous donors who con-
tributed to his surgery 
through our Foster Medical 
Fund, Kringle was able to 
have his surgery and then 
recuperate in a foster home. 
His foster family fell in love 
with him (and who could 
blame them?) and adopted 
him once he was  healed 
and ready to live the happy 
life of a puppy! 
 
If you would like to support more animals like Kringle, please 
consider making a donation to our Foster Medical Fund. The 
fund helps cover unexpected medical expenses for animals in 
our foster homes that need help. Please contact Robin Harper, 
AFV foster coordinator, at foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
for more information or to contribute. 

Marley was adopted in 
July 2015. She filled a 
big hole in my heart. 
 
Lisa Marquez 

And then there was Picoé 
If youôve ever driven through 
Texas you know that there 
are huge stretches of high-
way that seem go on and on 
forever. And, being a tiny 
Chihuahua puppy in the mid-
dle of the road in the middle 
of nowhere must have been 
a scary experience. Well, 
thatôs where a long haul 
trucker found Pico (near the 
town of El Pico, Texas, 
hence his name), waaay 

down near the Mexico border.  
 
The nice trucker stopped and rescued Pico and brought 
him all the way to AFV. One wonders how Pico ended up 
where he was found and it probably is best not to delve 
too far into that. But he was soon adopted by a nice  
family in Hemet and will not have to be scared anymore. 
Keep on truckinô, Pico! 

Here is Peppy relaxing in 
his new home w/a new 
friend. 
 
Lisa Miller 
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From  
Animal  
Control 

 

Pet  
License 

Pet licensing is no longer avail-
able at the Temecula Petco on 
Saturday mornings.  
 
You can now purchase licenses 
on our website at 
www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.
com (click on ñMy Accountò.) 
 
Or, if you prefer, you can still 
mail in your license fees. 

 

Congratulations to Officer Bratten who recently was promoted  
to Administrative Sergeant. She will continue to be a great 
asset to our team 

 

And, weôre pleased to introduce Officer Bailey who was re-
cently sworn in. He comes from the San Diego Police Depart-
ment and brings with him a wealth of knowledge. 

 
Our Animal Control Depart-
ment continues to provide 
superior service to the com-
munities we serve. Give our 
friendly officers a wave 
when you see them driving 
through your neighborhood! 

      Sergeant Bratten being sworn in by Chief Middleton. 

Congratulations, Officers! 

Zeus on the Loose No More! 
 

It was on the Los Angeles TV news and in local newspa-
pers ð the story of Zeus and how he had gotten lost in 
San Bernardino in May 2016. David Guindon, Zeusô 
guardian, looked high and low for him to no avail. To 
make matters worse, Zeus was not only Mr. Guindonôs 
pet, but also his service animal.   
 
Luckily, Mr. Guindon had Zeus microchipped before he 
was lost but it wasnôt until last December that whoever 
had him tried to have the microchip put into her name. 
That alerted the microchip company, who notified Mr. 
Guindon to ask his permission to change ownership in-
formation. Stunned, he told them Zeus is his dog and 
that he wanted him back. The only hitch was, the person 
who had him refused to give him up. 

 
To make a long 
story short, after 
much publicity on 
TV, newspapers, 
and social media, 
the person who 
had Zeus (and 
lived in Lake Elsi-
nore), brought 
him to AFV. Mr. 
Guindon was 

thrilled to finally be getting his dog back but was also 
wondering if Zeus would remember him. However, there 
was no need to have worried about that! When he ar-
rived at the shelter and Zeus was brought into the room, 
there was no doubt that the dog was as happy to see 
him as he was to see Zeus! 
 
Donôt you love happy endings?! 

From dogs to cats to pigs to 
snakes to...beaver? Animal 
Control Officers never know 
what the day will hold when 
they report for work each 
morning. One recent day, 
Officer Duggan responded 
to a call about a beaver that 
was wreaking havoc on a 
local business. No fear, the 
big guy was soon on his 
way to being relocated with 
Project Wildlife in Temecu-
la! 

Earl, the turkey, was picked up by Officer Duggan around 
Thanksgiving time. He knew heôd be safe at AFV! He was 

soon rescued by New Life Animal 
Sanctuary in Lake Elsinore where 
he has a buddy named Seymour.  
 
Here he is pictured with Gina Lynn 
at the sanctuary. Isnôt he a hand-
some fellow?! 
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Have You 

Heard?  

Meet Rascal and His Pack! 

 
Rascal came into Ani-
mal Friends of the Val-
leysô shelter as a pup 
from a large litter. He 
was very special and 
each and every one of 
the staff fell in love with 
him. He wanted to play 
with all the other dogs; 
he wanted to be friends 
with the cats. But most 
of all he loved people! 
So Rascal was adopt-

ed by the entire staff at AFV and now lives inside HIS 
boutique! Come meet Rascal and his friendsé the Ras-
cal Pack. 
 
If you come in to read with Hueyôs Heroes on Wednes-
day afternoons, come to Rascalôs Boutique! If you find 
Rascal or one of his friends hiding in the store, let a staff 
member know and you can get a special treat! 
 
Make sure to check out AFVôs Summer Newsletter to 
meet Rascalôs best kitty friendðRiskitty the Cat! 

Contact us...  
 
customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
animalcontrol@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
volunteers@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
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A day in the life of an animal shelter 
worker can range from the highest high 
to the lowest low, sometimes in just a 
matter of minutes. They see the best of 
people and the worst. It sometimes is 
amazing to understand how people can 

have an animal living with them and not see (or care about) 
its suffering. 
 
The following animals were either found as strays or turned 
in by their ñguardiansò full of mats, stickers, dirt, and even 
feces stuck in their hair. Itôs a case of ñseeing is believingò. 
 
We are lucky to have Carol Larson, our wonderful groomer, 
on staff who has the ability and talent to turn so many of 
these abused animals into the beautiful creatures they were 
meant to be. 
 
For example, 10-year-old Vernie was turned in by his family 
very unkempt and with a serious ear infection. Staff began 
treatment for his infection, Carol worked her magic, and he 
was soon rescued by a wonderful rescue group who will 
cure his infection before he is placed for adoption. 

 
Ten-year-old ChaCha was found as a stray and brought to 
the shelter. She was severely matted and had some other 
issues and was seen by a veterinarian. She, too, was 
groomed by Carol, rescued and will be cared for by the res-
cue group until she is well enough to be placed for adoption. 

 
Before 

 
 

 
 

After 

Before  
     and  
        After 

Before 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After 

Little 8-year-old Addy was found and brought to the shelter 
by a nice member of the public. Her coat was badly matted 
and she had severe dental disease. One of our awesome 
supporters sponsored her dental cleaning and she was 
groomed by Carol. She was placed in one of our foster 
homes and was subsequently adopted at one of our adop-
tion shows by a very nice lady in Sun City. 

Before 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 After 

Griffin was found injured in Lake  
Elsinore and taken to the emergency 
animal hospital. It was believed he 
had been hit by a car. He had a bro-
ken femur and needed surgery.  
 
Griffin was brought back to the shel-
ter but his family never came for-
ward. Monica Marshall, AFV rescue 
coordinator, contacted German 
Shepherd Rescue of Orange County 
who thankfully came and picked him 
up. They took him to a veterinary 
specialist who was able to save his 
leg and he is now recuperating in 
one of the rescueôs foster homes. 

Lollipop was only 3 
months old when she 
was brought to the shel-
ter sick with a respiratory 
infection and conjunctivi-
tis in both eyes.   
 

Mass emails were sent out by Monica, and Furever Pawz 
Rescue in Riverside stepped up and took her to their vet, 
who removed one of her eyes. One of the vet techs there 
fell head over heels in love with her and adopted her soon 
after! 

Miss Ella arrived at the shelter in 2016 
with a variety of issues including se-
vere dental disease and skin growths, 
and was in need of grooming. Monica 
reached out to Camp Cocker Rescue 
in Sherman Oaks who picked her up,  
had her lumps removed and biopsied, 
and was given a deep dental proce-
dure. 
 
Monica recently received word that 
Ella has just celebrated her one year 
adoption anniversary and that her  
family celebrated by giving her and 

Ellaôs ñbrotherò Willie a birthday party. They love Ella and 
we are so happy that she finally found a wonderful 
ñforeverò home! 

Seven-year-old Maggie was left 
in our night drop by her former 
family with a note stating that 
they were losing their home. 
However, she had a large, pain-
ful ear tumor that needed veteri-
nary care. She was treated for 
pain until she was rescued by 
Second Chance Dog Rescue in 
San Diego, who had the tumor 
removed. She is happily recov-
ering in one of the rescueôs fos-
ter homes. 

Helping AnimalsðItôs What We Do! 
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A great big thank you to Canyon Lake Pickle-
ball Club for donating 200 lbs. of supplies and 
$1110 in funds to the shelter! The animals 
thank you! 

Although Christmas is over, we want to share with 
you the generosity of one of the youngsters in our 
community. The animals received a gift from  
ñSantaò with the following note:  

 

ñI love animals. I 
want you to use 
this to help the 
animals that are 
]dbZaZhh+s  
   From Santa 

We were sorry to learn recently that Cliff and  
Doris Elder, good friends of the AFV animals, had 
moved out of state. They participated in many of 
our events over the years and Doris frequently 
held yard sales in support of the animals.  

 
We wish the 
Elders all the 
best in their new 
lives and thank 
them for all they 
did for AFV. 
 
Weôll miss them! 

 

Our Volunteer of the Quarter is Kyle Shores, 19 years 
old, who started volunteering in May 2017. An electri-
cian by trade, he likes to hang out with his friends, ride 
his horse, work on his police car and go camping.  
 
ñHe has been a HUGE help to Richard (Dominguez), 
AFV facility manager, and me,ò states Sharyl Nowicki, 
AFV volunteer coordinator. ñWe can always count on 
him to do an excellent job!ò 
 
Congratulations, Kyle, and thanks for all you do for the 
shelter and the animals!  
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Day I pretend to 

be Irish, just like 

on Christmas I 

pretend to be 
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Live 
 

Bunnies 
 
And 

 
Chicks 

 
Are 

 
NOT 

 
Easter Gifts! 


