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Shelter petséheads and tails above the rest! 

Mission Statement:  
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals through 

education and a hu-

mane, pro -active ani-

mal services program. 

We are committed to 

preventing the suffering 

of animals and to end-

ing pet overpopulation 

in the cities we serve.  

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We of-

fer animals for adoption 

and provide animal ser-

vices to Lake Elsinore, 

Wildomar, Canyon 

Lake, Menifee, Mur-

rieta, and Temecula.  

We are a nonprofit 501

(c)(3) organization.  

Executive Director  
Neil Trent 

Wines for Canines & Kitties Coming in September! 
 

AFV is thrilled to announce an exciting opportunity for animal friends near and far to support the 
lost and homeless animals in our valleys by attending WINES FOR CANINES AND KITTIES  
on Saturday, September 22, at Wilson Creek Winery. 
 
This important fundraising event draws animal lovers from across our valleys who want to help 
AFV continue our mission of finding forever loving homes for all adoptable pets. Last year, AFV 
opened its doors to over 13,000 animals; and we are pleased to say that our return to owner 
and adoption rates have been as high as 90 percentðWOW! These figures increase every 
year, and we need your help to maintain our high standard of care for the animals. 
 
Please come out to beautiful Wilson Creek Winery and enjoy a delicious dinner, lively auctions, 
an adorable doggy fashion show and performances by local artistsðall while supporting your 
local animal shelter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AFV is a local nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization (tax ID number 33-0276892) that has been dedi-
cated to preventing the suffering of animals in the cities we serve for over 30 years. We rely on 
donations and fundraising events such as Wines for Canines and Kitties to fund our many pro-
grams dedicated to humane care of animals and ending pet overpopulation in the cities of Lake 
Elsinore, Canyon Lake, Wildomar, Menifee, Murrieta and Temecula. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a sponsor for this exciting event, please contact Beth Soltysiak 
at 951 805 6239 or email beth@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com to see how you can support this 
program! 
 
Weôre looking forward to seeing you on September 22! 
 
 
 
 



 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         Summer 2018 

  

Summertime presents an enormous challenge for shelters across the country due to the significant  
increase in the number of stray and surrendered animals. Fortunately, here at AFV, we have made  
significant improvements that will enable us to better care for this influx of animals.  
 
As you may know, our low-cost spay/neuter clinic has been doing exceptional work, with an increase  
of 759 surgeries over the previous year. The veterinary team, led by Dr. Laura Paris, has similarly in-
creased vaccinations by 3,203 and microchipping by 759. These incredible statistics confirm that we 
are a much needed resource and that we are making a significant impact on the standard of animal 
care and welfare in our community. Additionally, Dr. Paris has started spaying and neutering rabbits! 
 
The clinic has also had a much needed makeover. The parking lot has been regraded, dead trees have 
been removed, and the surrounding area has been landscaped.  
 
Back at the shelter, we have relocated our health check room thereby doubling the space. Health checks are a vital part of 
the shelter intake process as every animal undergoes a comprehensive exam by our trained team. They assess the  
medical and behavioral health of each animal when they arrive at the shelter, scanning for microchips, weighing, taking 
pictures, administering vaccines, and treating for internal and external parasites. 

 
Additionally, we have retrofitted a room in the shelter, enabling us to turn it into a kitten nursery. It's in this space that our 
youngest feline inhabitants receive dedicated loving care from a team comprised of staff and wonderful volunteers. Thanks 
to the wonderful efforts and generosity of the Temecula Valley Womanôs Club we have been able to provide an incubator 
for the kitten nursery to help these baby kittens when they first arrive at the shelter. 
 
We have expanded the hours of Rascal's Boutique, the shelter store, to encourage adopters to purchase that welcome 
home care package. From leashes and collars to litter boxes and food dishes--you name it, we have it! We have even  
installed an ID tag machine so pet owners can custom design colorful ID tags. Of course, at AFV we strongly promote  
microchipping, but, in many cases, that physical ID tag enables a lost or stray animal to be quickly returned home by a 
good Samaritan. 
 
We hope you will share with your community of friends, family, and neighbors all that we have to offer here at AFV so that 
they too can benefit from our services, and, hopefully, take home one of the many deserving animals that will arrive on our 
doorstep this summer. 

 
All good wishes, 

 
Neil 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Message from our Executive Director 

Contact us...  
 
customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
animalcontrol@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
volunteers@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 

Meet our friendly clinic staff: Allison Driscoll, Tristen 
Drown, Dr. Laura Paris, Brittany King, Chris Griffin, 
Jenne Linares (office manager), Derrick Passow, 
Orsa Stylianides are waiting to serve you at our low 
cost spay/neuter clinic. Make your petôs appointment  
today! Call 951-674-7729 

Sˢʳʶʕ Nɫeʋ tʙ Spˉʦ ˛ʞ Nˏuɾˏʞ Y˛ˤʞ Peʠ? 
 
Weôve got you covered. Our low cost spay and neuter 
clinic is just a phone call away.  
 
Do your part to help stop the pet overpopulation crisis! 
Your animal will be happier and healthier; most im-
portantly, he or she will not contribute more litters to a 
world that does not have homes for them.  
 
Call for an appointment today:  951-674-SPAY (7729)  
 
Need vaccinations? Our clinic is open MondayðFriday 
10 am to 1 pm (no appointment necessary).  
 
For more information, log on to our website: 
www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/services-licensing/. 
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Dear Animal Friends...  

I wanted to share a quick follow up picture of ñBuddyò. We 
adopted him roughly a year ago and heôs, hands down, the 
best pet weôve ever owned. The kids adore him. Heôs 
healthy, happy and relaxed in his new home. 
 
I know a lot of pets are 
dropped off which must 
be disheartening. But 
Merlin (we renamed 
himé) is doing well in his 
new home. Iôm self em-
ployed so heôs almost 
never left alone. 
 
Christopher McCowen 
 
I just wanted you to know that Olga, whom we adopted (in 
October), has become an integral member of our family. 
She is very much a ñcuddle bugò and loves her walks and 
treats. She gets along with all people as well as other 
dogs.  
 
Attached is a picture 
of Olga (left), with a 
friend Gracie in the 
middle and our 
homeboy Archer on 
the right. 
 
Congratulations on 
all your hard work to 
find homes for these beautiful animals. 
 
Mary Jean Nolan 
 

 
Just wanted to send a thank you to 
your amazing staff at the shot clinic; 
theyôre always so nice and profession-
al. Here is my girl Piper who was  
waiting patiently for her shotsé 
 
Cathy Aldridge 
 
Low cost vaccinations and $20 micro-
chipping are available at our low cost spay/
neuter clinic Monday through Friday from 
10 am to 1 pm. The clinic is located at 
29001 Bastron in Lake Elsinore (no ap-
pointment necessary.) 

 
To schedule an appointment for 
spay or neuter, please call 951-
674-SPAY.  
 

Don½t be cruel µ 
 
Keep me  cool this summer!  
 

Team Effort 
 
We have been blessed with the ability to save/rescue a 
number of wonderful dogs over the years. Each has 
brought a special love to our household and a very unique 
personality. We sometimes forget that it is not just us hu-
mans and those dogs. Our dogs spend more time together 
than they do with us and, as such, we should not lose sight 
of the fact that they create their own very deep bonds. 
 
This week those bonds were on display as I was busy in 
the house and all the dogs were in the backyard. My atten-
tion was drawn to the yard by the heavy and unusual 
breathing of our newest family member, Zoey. She was 
running back and forth near the deep end of the pool and 
making loud and disturbing sounds. As I walked out onto 
the patio to investigate, I saw our smallest and oldest dog 
struggling in the pool to get herself out. I ran to the poolôs 
edge, leaned in, and scooped up little Emma. 
 
Bleeding profusely from her foot, I saw that she had torn off 
a toenail in her panicked effort to get out of the pool. She 
proceeded to go inside and visited every room and every 
piece of furniture to make sure that our house looked like a 
crime scene! 
 
Today, she is resting comfortably. We may never know how 
she suddenly found herself trapped in the pool, a structure 
that she has been around her entire life. However, one 
thing we know for sure, the bond between her and Zoey is 
strong, for if it was not for Zoeyôs actions I might have dis-
covered her too late. 
 
Hug your pets! 
 
Gina L. Magee 
Lake Elsinore 

My name is Ally Harris and I would like to talk about how awe-
some it is to be a volunteer at Animal Friends of the Valleys. As 
with all high school students, I had to find a place to volunteer for 
40 hours to satisfy the state graduation requirements. But I  
couldnôt think of a better place to volunteer than with a bunch of 
great animals and with wonderful people who are impassioned 
about helping animals. I couldnôt be more satisfied. From the 
beginning of the school year until now, not only have I met the 
state standards, but I have in excess of 150 hours.  
 
By volunteering I get so much happiness when I go to the shelter 
because I know that everything I do is going to be beneficial to 
the dogs, cats, and other animals waiting for a home. It is also 
great to be a volunteer because I get to experience new things 
each day, and I am able to interact with not only other volunteers 
but also individuals who are happy and eager to find an animal 
to be part of their family.  
 
Each day at the shelter I spend the last 30 minutes of my shift 
playing and interacting with the animals. The many things that I 
do are things that need to be done that would otherwise not be 
done if it werenôt for people who volunteer. The things that I do 
are not hardðit can be greeting people at the front door, clean-
ing floors, doors, windows, or doing laundry for 
the animals. Yes, it sounds mundane, but it is 
amazing how much satisfaction and self worth I 
get from being part of a great organization like 
AFV and helping animals find their forever homes. 
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From  
Animal  
Control 

Imagine their surprise when our 
staff opened up the night drop 
one morning and found a baby 
bobcat in one of the kennels! 
This little guy was about six 
weeks old and Chief Middleton 
was able to carefully bring him 
out and send him on his way to 
our friends at Project Wildlife. 
Hmm...could someone have 
thought theyôd found a stray kit-
ten? 
 
And then there was the day that 
Animal Control was dispatched to a call for a goat that was 
entangled in a wrought iron gate in Wildomar. When Officer 

Alcaraz arrived on scene, the 
poor goat was in distress and 
a lot of pain.  Using bolt cut-
ters, Officer Alcaraz was able 
to quickly remove the goat 
without causing further stress 
or injury.  
 
Sadly, sometimes wildlife be-
comes injured and would not 
survive without the help of hu-
mans. This beautiful American 
Kestral was one such bird. It 
was found injured and trans-
ported to Project Wildlife by 

one of our animal control 
officers where it stayed 
until it recovered.  
 
By the way, did you know 
that the kestrel is the 
smallest, and most  
common, falcon in North 
America?  

With springtime comes 
rebirth and that means 
there are babies every-
where, and sometimes 
they need our help. A 
litter of coyote pups was 
abandoned under a trail-
er for reasons unknown. 
Their mother did not 
come back for them so 
Officer Dossett did. He 
delivered them to Pro-
ject Wildlife where they 
will be cared for until 
they can strike off on their own.   
 
We will only remove wildlife if we are certain they are en-
dangered or abandoned. Please call us before you disturb 
them, especially babies. They might just be passing 

When the weather gets 
warm, the calls start coming 
in from residents who find 
rattlesnakes slinking about 
their yards. Animal Control is 
trained to capture and re-
move them from your  
property but, if you are brave 
enough to tackle that your-
self, remember that they can 
still deliver a life-threatening 

bite even hours after their death.  
 
A Texas man recently found that out when, after behead-
ing a snake with a shovel, he went back to remove it from 
his property and the severed head bit him! He became 
severely ill and had to receive numerous doses of anti-
venom. This is one job best left to the pros! 

Donôt Forget to License Your Pet! 
 
It is a state law and city ordi-
nance that all dogs 4 months of 
age and older be vaccinated 
against rabies and licensed in 
the city in which the animal 
lives. The city of Lake Elsinore 
also requires all cats over the 
age of 4 months be vaccinated 
against rabies and licensed.  

Rabies vaccinations are available at our low cost/spay  
neuter clinic for only $6. 

You can license your pet online on our website at  
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com (click on ñMy Accountò.) 

Pet  
License 

 

Are You Prepared for the 4th of July? 
 

Did you know that last year during the week of July 4, AFV 
took in 256 dogs? Did you know that only 73 of those dogs 
were returned to their families? And, that 32 of the 256 
dogs were hit by cars and died? 
 
Keep your pets safe this year. Please donôt let your pet be 
one of the 71.5% that never made it home. Microchip and 
keep them inside when the celebrations start. 
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Have You 

Heard?  

 
 
Think the shelter only 
has dogs and cats? 
Think again! AFVôs resi-
dent snake expert John 
McRae is holding a red 
tail boa constrictor that 
came to the shelter as a 
stray! 
 
 

A big thanks to all the pet lovers who came out for the 
City of Lake Elsinoreôs Twenty18 Pet Walk at the Dia-
mond Stadium Levee in May. Everyone had a great time 
walking, visiting vendor booths, and participating in raffles! 
 
Special thanks to our sponsorsðLake Elsinore Ani-
mal Hospital, Norco Animal Hospital, Valley Veterinary 
Clinic, Oak Grove Dental Group, Mountainview Small 
Animal Hospital, and Camp Bow Wow Temecula. 
 

It would be so COOL if you would donate:  
 

Dry Puppy Food 

Dry Small Breed  

Dog Food 

Dry Dog Food 

Wet Dog Food  

 

Thank You! 
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Recently we found a cash 
donation of $157 in an envel-
oped placed in the donation 
box in the shelter lobby. The 
outside read:  
To: Animal Friends of the Val-
leys, the best shelter around 
From: Kylie Watson, from 
Kylieôs K-9 cookies. 
 
We found out that Kylie is 12 
years old and decided to 
spend her spare time baking 
dog treats and selling them at  

local dog parks, then donating the funds raised to 
AFV. Wow, what fantastic idea! A big thanks to you, 
Kylie! 

Another young 
entrepreneur 
named Hallie said 
she was bored in 
class one day and 
decided to start 
selling homemade 
dog treats and 
using the pro-
ceeds to buy toys 
and goodies for 
local animal  
shelters. 
 
Thank you so much, Hallie, for bringing in nearly 
$200 worth of goodies for the shelter animals! 

We Love our Volunteers!  

A special volunteer appreciation barbeque was held 
in April for our wonderful volunteers. We love you all 
and couldnôt run the shelter as efficiently without you! 

 
Mr. Bill (Magruder)  was 
given the Legendary Volun-
teer award for his 10 years 
of service! 
 
And we canôt forget Ivan 
Kenny-Quemer, our Volun-
teer of the Quarter (below) 
for his 322.5 volunteer 
hours since December 
2017. Ivan just graduated 
high school and is going to 
MSJC to study architectural 
engineering to work in his 

dadôs business. He loves to play guitar, read, skate-
board, and most of all, volunteering at AFV. 

Here is Ivan with Richard Dominguez, our facility 
manager, and Sharyl Nowicki, volunteer coordinator. 

Vaughne Bohn and 
Gayle Hatten are 
two of our wonder-
ful volunteers who 
spend their Tues-
day afternoons 
helping AFV clean, 
sterilize and pre-
pare our surgical 
instruments and 
drapes at our low 
cost spay/neuter 
clinic.  

 
These ladies have been volunteering for the past four 
years preparing our surgery ñpacksò for each surgery.  
Dr. Laura Paris, along with her team, average 30-40 
spay/neuters per day, and that means a lot of steriliza-
tion (pun very much intended!) 
 
Ms. Bohn also has gone above and beyond by creating 
the surgical drapes that our team uses; and Vaughne 
has gone out of her way to purchase the proper heavy 
duty fabric and vinyl sheeting before sewing together the 
drapes that will last us many years. 
 
These ladies have wonderful things to say about AFV, 
Dr. Paris, Executive Director Neil Trent and the work that 
we do for the animals in our valleys. They state that they 
volunteer at the clinic because, as fun as it is to play with 
puppies and kittens, spaying and neutering is what really 
helps save lives.  

Thank You,  
 

You½re    Pawsome! 


