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Shelter petséheads and tails above the rest! 

 Mission Statement:  
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals through 

education and a hu-

mane, pro -active ani-

mal services program. 

We are committed to 

preventing the suffering 

of animals and to end-

ing pet overpopulation 

in the cities we serve.  

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We of-

fer animals for adoption 

and provide animal ser-

vices to Lake Elsinore, 

Wildomar, Canyon 

Lake, Menifee, Mur-

rieta, and Temecula.  

We are a nonprofit 501

(c)(3) organization.  

Happy Holidays!  

 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a wonderful Christmas and  
fantastic New Year! Thank you for standing with us throughout the past year and helping  
give the homeless animals in our communities the best care possible.  We look forward  
to doing even more in 2018. 
 
The highlight of the past year was welcoming Neil Trent to the helm of our organization. 
His vast experience and knowledge will guide us in making our vision for the shelter a 
reality. Already we have hired a veterinarian, Dr. Laura Paris, and staff dedicated to spay-
ing and neutering shelter animals as well as those of the public at our low cost clinic. 

Spaying and neutering is the only way to ensure 
that every adoptable animal has a loving home of 
its own.  
 
We are taking other steps, too, to keep the shelter 
moving forward. Watch for a new and friendlier 
website, more active social media presence, and 
more. Our low cost spay/neuter clinic is getting a 
face lift and we have been making changes inside 
the shelter as well.  
 
A big thanks to all our friends for their support at 
our events throughout the year. Our golf tourna-
ment, Spooktacular Dog Walk, and Wines for Ca-
nines and Kitties were all very successful and lots 
of fun. If you missed them this year, please plan 
on attending next year. 
 
Our vision is to be recognized as the leading  

shelter by providing a safe haven for all animals, while becoming a full service animal 
care facility that offers quality and affordable care. Through community education and 
involvement, AFV will reach our vision to end pet overpopulation and find a home for  
every adoptable pet in the shelter. We are well on our wayðbut we cannot do it without 
your continued help and support.  
 
We hope that you will remember the animals dur-
ing this season of love and giving. Running a 
shelter and taking care of thousands of animals 
every year is no easy or inexpensive task. We 
always need volunteers, monetary donations and 
supplies (see our Wish List on page 11.) You can 
make a donation via our website or, this year, via 
Valley Gives at thevalleygives.org. The group had 
a special Day of Giving in November but they are 
there to help us every day of the year. Itôs easy to 
do and the animals will thank you! 

Executive Director  
Neil Trent 
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Seasons Greetings to all, 
 
Itôs nearly that time again. Time to enjoy good fellowship, food and festivities. Time to gather togeth-
er with loved ones including, for us animal lovers, our special furry family members. Unfortunately, there 
will be some forlorn faces here at the shelter. The faces of those dogs and cats that, despite their best 
efforts, have not connected with an adopter.  
 
Choosing a pet is a very personal decision. One person can walk the halls of the shelter and pass by an 
animal that another will stop in their tracks for. When it does happen, though---that moment when a 
homeless dog or cat finds their forever home----is very precious to all the staff and volunteers here at 
Animal Friends of the Valleys.  
 
I would like to share with you a message we recently received from Mr. Bob Magee, the Mayor of the City of Lake Elsinore, 
after his family visited the shelter in search of a dog to adopt. 
  
ñI continue to be impressed by the care, compassion and level of efficiently of your staff members. On November 1

st
 I 

came into the Southwest Shelter having seen a dog on your website. Michele (Lender) found me wandering the halls and 
offered to helpé..if it wasnôt for her I would have left without seeing the dog, as she was located outside. Michele found 
the dog, allowed me to pet her, answered my questions and printed out an information sheet. I promptly gave the sheet to 
my wife and encouraged her to go see the dog. A couple hours later Gina was greeted by your people and placed in a 
room with the dog. Minutes later we both agreed on Zoey! We pulled the trigger and your staff seamlessly began the adop-
tion process.  We filled out an application, took a number for service, greeted by a very helpful clerk, the dog was micro-
chipped and we were doneé..in just over an hour.  
  
Throughout the process employees and volunteers came up to us to see if we needed help or to comment on the dog we 
had selected and thenéwhen the process was over one volunteer approached me and said: ñThank you for saving a 
life.ò  Wow! 
  
You and your vision to bring a first-class humane facility to our valley has not only been achieved, but it endures.ò 
  
Zoey was one of the lucky dogs that day Mr. Bob Magee and his family came to the shelter. But there are so many more 
who need homes. Do you have room in your home and heart for a pet? We have so many deserving animals just waiting 
to meet you. Our pets are spayed, neutered, vaccinated, and microchipped. And they are really grateful to be given a sec-
ond chance. Please check out all our adoptable animals on our website (www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com). Or, better 
yet, please make a visit to the shelter. And maybe you'll experience that magic moment when you make eye contact with a 
dog or cat and you just know: "this is the one!" 
 
Best wishes, 
  
Neil 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Gina Magee and Zoey. 

Message from our Executive Director 

Contact us... 
 

customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
animalcontrol@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
volunteers@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 

Tristan Drown, Jasmine Champagnie, James Rincon, 
Brittany King, Laura Paris, D.V.M., Derrick Passow, 
Maria Terris, Sharon Lopez (office manager), and 
Karli Valdez are our friendly staff waiting to serve you 
at our low cost spay/neuter clinic. Make your petôs 
appointment today! Call 951-674-7729 

Still Need to Spay or Neuter Your Pet? 
Weôre Here to Help! 
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Dear Animal Friends...  

Christmas Comes Early for Diva 
 

Back in October a stray dog was brought to the shelter by a 
kind resident who had found her in Lake Elsinore. Checking 
for a microchip is standard procedure for every dog that  
enters the shelter and staff discovered that she was chipped 
and belonged to a family in Los Angeles.  
 
Well, that is quite a long way for a dog to stray, so there had 
to be more to the story. When staff called the family to tell 
them their dog was at AFV, were they ever surprised! Diva 
had been stolen a year ago! 
 
The family lost no time making the drive from Los Angeles to 
Wildomar. When Diva was brought out to meet them, she 
was so excited! She had 
been really fond of the father 
of the family, and jumped up 
and gave him a big kiss. 
They  were so happy to have 
Diva back in the family! 
 
Microchips bring many ani-
mals back home that other-
wise would be lost forever. 
Please make sure to have 
your cat or dog chipped. No 
matter how careful we are, 
pets do sometimes get lost. A microchip is inexpensive and 
is sure-fire insurance for bringing our pets back home. Have 
your pet microchipped at the shelter or our clinic. 

                 Billy and Mocha Make Their Way to San Francisco 
                   By Monica Marshall, AFV rescue coordinator 

 
On the first day of September, we had two horribly matted, senior cocker spaniels enter our care. Twelve-year-old Mocha 
and ten-year-old Billy were incredibly sweet and friendly even though they obviously had not been appropriately cared for 
in a very long time.  

 
We had this pair professionally groomed and started them on 
meds right away for severe ear infections. For a couple of weeks, 
we tried to find a rescue organization who would be able to take 
Mocha and Billy and continue their medical care.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We were thrilled when Muttville Senior Dog  
Rescue out of San Francisco said they could help. 
After three weeks at AFV, Mocha and Billy made 
their way to Muttville via private plane with a few  
other lucky dogs. You can see how great Mocha and 
Billy look in their photos at Muttville!  

Who knows how long Mocha and Billy suffered at the hands of an uncaring guardian. Please, if you know of or suspect an 
animal is being abused or not cared for properly, do not hesitate to call us. You need not leave your name. Donôt ignore 
an animalôs suffering. We are here to help! 

Hello Everyone, 
I started my stay with 
AFV as a 9-year-old  
fostered dog. About two 
weeks later, my foster 
mom adopted me. I am 
now the guardian of very 
soft blankets. Life is 
good!   
 

Sebastian 
 
 
My baby...he is happy and 
we love him.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Ursula Minaya 
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Iôll be right back. Iôm going to run 
this over to Mr. Trentôs office.  

Yep, itôs a goat alright! 

You Have Goat to be Kidding Me! 
 

Early last fall a goat found her way to the shelter with Officer Dossett after becoming lost. Named Lacie by staff, she de-
cided to make herself useful around the animal control offices while waiting to be claimed or adopted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

From  
Animal  
Control 

 Congratulations to 
Chief Monique Mid-
dleton and Lieutenant 
William Tucker, who 
were recognized at a 
Menifee City Council 
meeting recently for 
their dedication to all 
of the animals in our 
valleys!   
 
 

Pictured with them are Mayor Neil Winter and Mayor Pro 
Tem Matt Liesemeyer.  

Officers Tucker, Alcaraz, 
Nelson, and Cabera posing 

 
It was early November and 
this turkey must have heard 
that Thanksgiving was on 
the way. She had escaped 
her home and was wrangled 
by Officer Duggan and 
brought to the shelter. 
 
Named Esther by staff, she 
was rescued by New Life 
Animal Sanctuary and will 
be safe and sound for the 
holidays!  

Pet  
License 

Pet licensing is no longer available 
at the Temecula Petco on Saturday 
mornings.  
 
You can now purchase licenses on 
our website at 
www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
(click on ñMy Accountò.) 
 
Or, if you prefer, you can still mail 
in your license fees. 

Lacie was adopted as soon as her five day hold was up. Kick up your heels and have a great life, Lacie! 
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Kaylee Owen, Temeculaôs ñSur-fur Girlò, Retiring from Dog Surfing 
 
Kaylee writes, ñIôm retiring from dog surfing. As I look back at my last five years of surfing and 
competing, Iôm going to truly miss dog surfing next to my fellow SurFurs. 
 
I enjoyed surfing in the Helen Woodward Animal Center (HWAC) surf dog surf-a-thon in Del Mar, 
Purina Pro Plan Incredible Surf Dog Challenge, Surf City Surf Dog in Huntington Beach, and  
Unleashed by Petco in Imperial Beach. 
 
I was on the National Geographic TV channel with Andre Milan and his dog, Sugar, in April. I also 
was in the July issue of Sports Illustrated on my 8 ft. surfboard by the Imperial Beach pier. 
 
Even though I wonôt be surfing in dog competitions next year, I will definitely show up and cheer 
on my fellow SurFurs. I also will be hanging out at dog beach in Del Mar to give some pointers to 

the new surf dogs that are coming out to try their ñpaws in surfingò at the HWAC surf dog lessons.ò  
 
Surfôs up, Kaylee! 

 
 

Sˢʳʶʕ Nɫeʋ tʙ Spˉʦ ˛ʞ Nˏuɾˏʞ Y˛ˤʞ Peʠ? 
 
Weôve got you covered. Our low cost spay and neuter clinic is just a phone call away.  
 
Do your part to help stop the pet overpopulation crisis! Your animal will be happier and 
healthier; most importantly, he or she will not contribute more litters to a world that does not 
have homes for them.  
 
Call for an appointment today:  951-674-SPAY (7729)  
 

For more information, log on to our website: http://animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/spay-neuter/ . 
 
Need vaccinations? Our clinic is open MondayðFriday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (no appointment necessary). For more infor-
mation, log on to our website: http://animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/services-licensing/. 

YOUR SUPPORT CAN CONTINUE TO HELP THE ANIMALS 

Over the years AFV has been named in several trusts. Those generous trusts have given AFV the opportunity to offer spay/

neuter grants, microchip grants, start-up costs for the spay/neuter clinic, and help the public with medical expenses for their 

pets. By including AFV as a beneficiary in your estate, your kindness will live on through the many pets we are able to care 

for from your bequest. 

If you want to ensure that your love of animals continues in the future, we encourage you to include Animal Friends of the 

Valleys in your estate plans. This is one of the easiest, most meaningful ways to perpetuate your support of the thousands 

of dogs and cats we save each year. If you have already named AFV in your will, please let us know so that we may thank 

you, acknowledge you, and welcome you. 

 
 

 
Youáre a star, Kaylee! 

Me, left, on my 
surfboard. 
 
Me with my mom 
and dad, Joanne 
and Scott Owen, 
right. 
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Thanks to Everyone Who Supported Our Fall Events 
 

Things are moving at a fast pace at Animal Friends of the Valleys. I am pleased to announce that with the help of  
donors, businesses large and small, and the community we were able to raise well over last yearôs amount at the annual 
ñWines for Canines and Kittiesò gala. The money raised will help us take care of all the animals that come through our 
doors. Thank you to our major donors:  

A special thank you goes out to Wiens Winery, South Coast Winery Resort and Spa, 
Image Zone Printing, Temecula Trophy, along with Auctioneer Darren Diess and 
Timmy D Productions. This wonderful night was a success because of the great sup-
port of local businesses and people like you. We are blessed to live in a community 
that cares so much for its animals. 
 
Just as we finished Wines for Canines and Kitties we jumped right into ñPaws on the 
Promenadeò, sponsored by John Hine Subaru/Mazda and ASPCA. This spooktacular 
event was held at the Promenade Mall in Temecula. On October 4 the area in front 
of the theaters was transformed into a fall animal extravaganza. We had a  
Halloween pet costume parade along with a pet costume contest. Hundreds from the 
community entered into the fun-filled day; and we had over 40 great vendors attend-

ing. A special thank you goes out to the ASPCA and John Hine Subaru Mazda for being Title Sponsors for the event.  
Other sponsors for this event were the following: 

A special thank you to Image Zone Print-
ing, Temecula Trophy, Timmy D Produc-
tions, DJ Ke Moe, and the Jr. ROTC  
program from Chaparral High School 
Temecula. 
 
Thank you to all of the businesses that 
came out to be vendors and all of the 
community that supported this fun day! 
 
The weather is changing and the holi-
days are upon us. Animal Friends of the 
Valleys will be participating in the 1st 
Annual #Valley Gives event. The event 
will be held on Tuesday, November 28, 2017, from 3 p.m.ð8 p.m. at the Promenade Mall in Temecula. Many of the local 
nonprofits are gathering together for the National Day of Giving. This is a yearlong campaign that has started and it is NOT 
just on Giving Tuesday. All supporters wanting to give this season to Animal Friends of the Valleys can do so by going to 
Valleygives.org. And, it will be to our benefit if all our supporters and friends share Valley Gives on their Facebook page. 
 
It is time to reflect on our yearôs accomplishments and our blessings. Animal Friends of the Valleys is a wonderful organi-
zation that goes above and beyond to help all of our furry friends. I want to thank all of those who have supported us in 
2017. We are looking forward to exciting plans and events in 2018. I personally want to thank everyone who helped sup-
port us in finding loving and forever homes for all animals. We rely on the support of all our donors and volunteers to keep 
the shelter a safe haven for our furry friends. Please think of Animal Friends of the Valleys this giving season. Thank you 
and Happy Holidays! 
 
Beth Soltysiak 
Director of Development 

Paradise Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC  
Butterfield Animal Hospital 
Abbott Vascular  
VCA Animal Hospitals  
Carlôs Jr.  
Barons Market 
Country Kennels  

Merck Animal Health 
Las Brisas Ob/Gyn 
Rancon Real Estate 
Edmonson Construction 
Inland Empire Dog Academy  
Inland Empire Mobile Pet Salon 

Paradise Chevrolet Cadillac, Buick GMC 
Promenade Mall 
VCA Pet Hospitals 

J Power/Orange Grove Energy 
Coldwell Banker 
Nelson Realty Group 
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                   Our Clinic Is Getting a Makeover! 

 
During the past four years weôve done over 22,000 surgeries, implanted over  
3000 microchips and given 65,000 vaccinations at the clinic. However, the facility 
has  been in dire need of a facelift. Thanks to new leadership with a clear vision 
for our future, we have begun making improvements and already have made  
quite a transformation! We have cleared out a section of dead trees and graded 
and graveled the parking lot which has already made a tremendous impact on the 
facility. 
 
And thatôs only the beginning. We have been working on the following: 
 
- Replace all the flooring inside the clinic 
- Replace the steps leading to the back door 
- Design landscaping with drought resistant plants, a pathway to front entrance, and additional tree and bush removal 
- Designate a specific area for animals to relieve themselves   
- Clean out and refurbish the outside kennels 
- Put up a new sign and a fresh coat of paint 

 
In order to get these things done, we need your help. Just $50 could 
help us purchase full-sun, drought-resistant plants and planters, help 
hire a professional to replace the floors, or provide equipment for our 
volunteers to get the job done! 
 
If youôre interested in donating any time or resources to this project, 
please contact our facility manager Richard Dominguez at (951)674-
0618 ext. 214 or email facility@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com for 
more information. 

Pet overpopulation is one of the most significant issues that we face 
as animal lovers in our local communities. Spaying and neutering our 
pets is the only way to prevent pet overpopulation and ensure that all 
of the animals in our valleys find the loving homes they deserve.  
 
In 2013 we dedicated our old shelter facility on Bastron Avenue to be-
come a low cost spay and neuter clinic to serve not only the animals  
being adopted from the shelter but also to make spay/neuter as   
affordable as possible for the residents of our communities.  

Have You 

Heard?  

Foster Medical Fund 
 

Our Foster Program saves lives. Kittens and puppies too small and too young to be adopted often are cared for in a foster home until 
they become ready for adoption. Other animals who need an extra bit of time to find their forever homes will often have better luck when 
a loving family cares for them on their path to adoption. The family can learn about the animal's personality which, in turn, helps potential 
adopters decide whether a particular pet will be a good match for them. 
 
Thanks to the wonderful people in our community who opened their homes to these pets, over 700 animals came through our foster 
system last year in addition to the 10,485 animals that were housed in the shelter. Our goal is to increase the number of animals fos-
tered every year, but we need your help. As you can imagine, bringing an animal into your home is a huge responsibility and there  
occasionally are times when an animal gets sick or injured. We do not expect our kind-hearted foster 
families to be liable for those expenses, so we have established a Foster Medical Fund to cover any 
medical expenses that arise while shelter animals are in foster care. 
 
Take Annabelle, (right), for example. Annabelle was a healthy Chihuahua whose foster family fell in 
love with her and took her into their home while she waited to find her forever family. It wasnôt until  
Annabelle had settled into her foster home that they noticed entropion, a painful abnormality of the 
eyelids in which the eyelid "rolls" inward. The condition often causes the hair on the surface of the eye-
lid to rub against the cornea which can create corneal ulcers or corneal erosions and can be very un-
comfortable. Thankfully, entropion is highly treatable, but the surgery required to cure it can be quite 
costly. In Anabelleôs case, the surgery ended up costing $650 which was covered by a generous donor 
who heard about her case and stepped up to pay for the surgery. 
 
However, not every animal is so lucky. That's why we established the Foster Medical Fund. You can 
help us care for and treat these animals in need by making a donation of any amount to the fund. Just $50 could help an animal like  
Annabelle get the life-saving treatment he or she needs. For more information about becoming a foster family or to donate to our Foster 
Medical Fund, please contact our foster coordinator Robin Harper at (951) 674-0619 ext. 216, or email  
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com.  ð Katie Menges, AFV event and media manager 

mailto:facility@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com
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Alexa Potter asked for 
items for the animals 
instead of for her birth-
day when her big day 
rolled around. How gen-
erous is that?! 
 

Susan Marbut made 
these super cute blan-
kets for the animals ð 
so adorable and so use-
ful, too. Thanks, Susan!   
With chilly nights on the 

way, the animals 
were happy to re-
ceive 32 blankets  
from Liza Chauez & 
Eduardo Palomares 
with "Puerta La Cruz 
- Conservation 
Campò. Thank you!  
 
 

Weôve had many friends come to the shelter in re-
cent weeks to donate needed items to the animals.  
 
Some of our biggest donors are the young people 
of our local communities. Girl Scout Troop #1227 
donated dog and cat food, kitty litter, dog treats 
and toys.   

Girl South Troop #928 donated food, kitty litter, 
training pads and more, including the cute toys 
they made.  

 
Violet Vance  
Carroll from Girl 
Scout Troop 
#40782, working 
on her Bronze 
Award, donated 
cat scratching 
posts, always a hit 
with the shelter 
cats. 
 
 

What a great bunch of Scouts! 

Our good friends at Local Car Scene held a special 
ñWheels for a Causeò event in October at the Temecula 
Petco during our Saturday adoption event. The members 
attending each brought a gift of food for the shelter ani-
mals. The grand total? 1854 lbs of food! WOW! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Thanks to Justin Constant for organizing the event! 

Thank 
You! 

                                
  

With approved applicationðspay/neuter fees may apply. 
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In remembrance of 9-11, 
residents of the Lake Elsi-
nore community of Canyon 
Hills came to the shelter 
with a huge basket of 
snacks and drinks for shel-
ter staff along with the fol-
lowing note: 
 
ñTo our Hometown Heroes, 
Thank you for everything 
you do to protect the ani-

mals in our community! We greatly appreciate all of the sac-
rifices you make for them!ò 
 
Our staff is not appreciated often enough for the work they 
do and the sacrifices they make. It warmed their hearts to 
be acknowledged in such a thoughtful way. 

We also thank the residents of Chardonnay Hills in 
Temecula who, for the sixth year in a row, have donated 
food and other supplies to the shelter animals. Itôs great to 
know that our local communities are there for the animals!  

Denise French of 
Temecula did a 
food drive for  
Hurricane Harvey 
victims and do-
nated what she 
had left to the 
shelter animals. 
Thank you,  
Denise! 

Special Volunteers 
 

We have a lot of special volunteers 
who help out at the shelter. And, if 
youôve been to the shelter in recent 
weeks, you may have met two of 
themðHarriet Nicolay and Barbara 
Sarver. They greet people coming 
into the shelter and work in Rascalôs 
Boutique. Thanks for all you do,  
ladies! 

 
 
We have a 
great group 
of volun-
teers who 
help at our Saturday adoption 
shows at the Temecula Petco, 
too. Here is Cassie Olsen with 
long-time foster Rosco, who is 
sleeping on the job!   

And we thank Courtney 
Black and Irene Azucena 
for volunteering at  our 
adoption event at Tractor 
Supply Company in Lake 
Elsinore. We also thank 
the store for  their gener-
ous donation of dog and 
cat food and cleaning 
supplies!   

A big thanks to Eagle Scouts 
Hunter Patton and Kyle Leb-
aron of Troop #526 for their 
wonderful donation of 52 
handmade and store-bought 
blankets and 90 dog toys for 
our shelter pups! 

The note reads, ñI am a survi-
vor of the Route 91 mass 
shooting in Las Vegas. You 
are my 2nd of 58 acts of kind-
ness in Remembrance and 
Honor of Christopher Roybal, 
28, CA, four-tour Navy vet 
(dog handler) who loved kara-
okeðone of our 58 angels 
who lost their lives that horrific 
night of October 1. Faith, Hope 
and Loveðbut the greatest of 
these is love.ò 
 
Our night drop was filled with 

stuffed animals and toys for the shelter animals. What a 
beautiful thought. 

An Extra Special Donation 


