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Mission Statement:  
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals  

through education and 
a humane, pro -active 

animal services pro-

gram. We are commit-

ted to preventing the 

suffering of animals and 

to ending pet overpopu-

lation in the cities we 

serve. 

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We  

offer animals for adop-

tion and provide animal 

services to Lake Elsi-

nore, Wildomar,  

Canyon Lake, Menifee, 

Murrieta, and Temecu-

la.  We are a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) organization.  

Happy Howlidays!  
 
It is that time of year again, when Animal Friends of the Valleys looks back and realizes 
how thankful we are for the love and support given to the shelter throughout the year. AFV  
depends on generous donations from corporations, local businesses and caring individu-
als to help the animals that come through our doors. 
 
In 2017, we opened our doors to over 8,623 animals. Compare that to 1996 when 15,595 
animals entered the shelter (and our human population was so much less.) Wow!  And, 
because of the communityôs support, we are happy to report that we are at the highest 
number of adoptions in AFV history.  
 
Of course, the only way we are going to completely elim-
inate the surplus of adoptable animals is to educate peo-
ple about the importance of spay and neuter. For some 
reason, too many people still donôt understand that, 
when they bring a dog or cat into their home, it is their 
responsibility to make sure he or she does not contrib-
ute to the pet overpopulation problem.  
 
For most pets, spay neuter fees are less expensive than       
a nice dinner out or a tank of gas. And, we have tried to make spaying and neutering as 
easy as possible for residents of our communities by offering spay/neuter vouchers from 
time to time and by providing a low cost spay/neuter clinic.   
 
Our vision is to find a loving and forever home for each adoptable pet in the shelter.  With 
your help, we can make that vision reality. Please donôt forget the homeless animals dur-
ing this special season. And, remember, your donation is tax deductible! 
 
We hope that you have a joyful Holiday Season and wonderful 2019!   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

We are so happy to report that the Menifee City Council  
voted unanimously at their November meeting to move 
ahead with changing their municipal code to require manda-
tory spay/neuter and microchipping of animals residing in 
the city!  
 
They still need another hearing and final vote before it offi-

cially takes effect, but  hopes are high. Please watch our website and/or Facebook page 
for updates. And, letôs hope the other cities in our local communities follow suit!  
 
What a great gift to the animals! Thanks, Menifee! 
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As you may know, our community was recently impacted by the Holy Fire which destroyed over 20,000 acres and 
forced many residents and their pets to evacuate. Our wonderful staff and volunteers responded admirably as we 
sheltered many of the animals until they could be safely returned to their owners. 

I am very proud to report to you that we have received a number of accolades and commendations for our efforts 
during that event. The cities of Canyon Lake and Menifee and the southwest communities all recognized the AFV 
for assistance in evacuating pets during the Holy Fire and we received the following awards: 

¶ City of Menifee Certificate of Appreciation 

¶ County of Riverside, Certificate of Recognition 

¶ County of Riverside Department of Animal Services, Recognition Award 

¶ City of Canyon Lake, Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition and Certificate of Appreciation 

¶ California Legislative Assembly Certificate of Recognition, Outstanding Community Service 

¶ State of California Senate, Certificate of Recognition 

 
We offer our heartfelt thanks to all those who supported us during that challenging experience. 

 

 

 

 

 
On another note, the holiday season is once again upon us! What better way to get into the holiday spirit than to open your heart and 
home to a new furry friend. Visit our shelter and meet the many puppies, kittens, dogs, cats and rabbits that are desperate to be home 
for the holidays. We care for so many deserving animals, all of whom are spayed or neutered, vaccinated and health checked. They will 
give you the gift that keeps on giving: that of unconditional love! 

Hope to see you all soon. 

All good wishes, 

Neil 

 

Message from our Executive Director 

Contact us...  
 
customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
animalcontrol@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
volunteers@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 

Sˢʳʶʕ Nɫeʋ tʙ Spˉʦ ˛ʞ Nˏuɾˏʞ Y˛ˤʞ Peʠ? 
 
Weôve got you covered. Our low cost spay and neuter clinic is 
just a phone call away.  
 
Do your part to help stop the pet overpopulation crisis! Your 
animal will be happier and healthier; most importantly, he or 
she will not contribute more litters to a world that does not have 
homes for them.  
 
Call for an appointment today:  951-674-SPAY (7729)  
 
Need vaccinations? Our clinic is open MondayðFriday 10 am 
to 1 pm (no appointment necessary).  
 
For more information, log on to our website: 
www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/services-licensing/. 

Meet our friendly clinic staff:  
Front row: Allison, Laura Paris, DVM, Orsa, Laura,  
Jennifer 
Back row:  Tristan, Chris, Jenne, Derrick 

Left to right are Chief Animal Control Officer Monique Middleton and 
officers Kristoff Bailey, Sheila Norris Risinger, Sgt. Jan Bratten, Joe 
Alcaraz and David Dossett receiving recognition from the cities and 
county areas we serve.  



Winter 2018 

 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         

An End of Year Message from our Director of Donor Development  
 
The last four months have been extremely busy. In August, AFV was the lead shelter during the 
Holy Fire. In the first days of the fire, AFV was prepared and took in over 171 evacuated ani-
mals. This was in addition to the 341 animals already at the shelter. Our animal control  
officers, staff and dedicated board members worked around the clock taking in animals and re-
assuring evacuees that their animals would be cared for with love. We were so lucky to have the 
expertise of Executive Director Neil Trent, who has worldwide experience with animal care dur-
ing disasters. We are pleased to say that all evacuated pets are back with their families.  
 
AFV received tremendous support from community members and local businesses. PetSmart 
and Petco area stores, along with local businesses, were fantastic with food and supply dona-
tions. Both PetSmart and Petco Foundations presented us with large grants to help replenish our 

emergency supplies storage area along with help with the costs we incurred keeping the shelter open around the clock. 
We are still working on getting ready for the next disaster, which we know will probably come sooner rather than later, so 
we can help when the need arises. 
 
Because of the hard work and dedication by AFV during the Holy Fire, we were recipients of many accolades by State 
Senator Jeff Stone, State Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez, Riverside County District Supervisor Kevin Jeffries, City of 
Canyon Lake and the City of Menifee. We all worked together as a team to take care of the animals and those displaced 
by the fire.   
 

Just when the things started to settle down, we jumped right into our annual fundraiser, ñWines for Canines and Kitties,ò at 
Wilson Creek Winery. The many business sponsors that helped with this event made the night a great success. We ap-
preciate each one of them for their support and partnership.  
 
Paws on the Promenade was also a big success thanks to community support. We would like to thank the management 
office of the Promenade Mall for hosting this fun and festive animal costume contest and parade.  
 
Everyone at Animal Friends of the Valleys works hard to maintain high standards for the animals. We also offer many edu-
cational programs for the communities we serve so that one day everyone will be aware of the importance of animals in 
the world and in our lives. 
 
As the holidays approach, please remember all of the lost and abandoned animals that need your help to find a loving and 
forever home. Please think of the animals during the holidays and show your love and support. 
 
Thank you all and Happy Holidays, 
 
Beth them for their  

Starting in 2019, our newsletters will be available 
via email, saving the shelter money, saving trees, 
and getting our news to you even faster! If youôd 
like to join our newsletter email list, please send 
your email address to 
event@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com and we 
will do the rest! 
 

Save  A Tree! 

Beth Soltysiak 

Dog Lessons for People 
 

Enjoy the simple pleasures of a walk. 
 

Run and play daily. 
 

Be loyal, faithful, and quick to forgive. 
 

Sometimes itÞs best to sit close and listen. 
 

Follow your instincts. 
 

Keep digging until you find what you want. 
 

Avoid biting when a growl will do. 
 

Accept all of lifeÞs treats with gratitude. 
 

Love unconditionally. 
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Dear Animal Friends...  

Here is Ollie, left, with his 
new friend Rusty. Arenôt 
they a handsome pair?  
 
Theyôre all dressed up 
and ready to goð
anywhere! 
 
A big thanks to the King 
family for giving Ollie a 
wonderful home! 

 
I just wanted to let you know 
how much I love the Siamese 
cat (ñCookieò) I adoptedé 
She is loving, lively, friendly 
and so beautiful. 
 
I recommend your shelter to 
anyone looking for a pet. 
 
Sandra Andert 
 
On behalf of my wife and I, we 
would like to compliment your 
staff yet again. This week  
Officer Middleton and a veterinary technician provided 
aid, care and comfort as we said goodbye to Emma. 
Words do not do justice to the compassion they both ex-
hibited during a very difficult time for Gina and me. 
 
Thank you for all you do to support the  
animals...and their parents. 
 
Robert E. ñBobò Magee 
 
I met an animal control officer today. He said his name is 
Jimmy Hugar. I just want to say he was very professional 
and was full of knowledge. I want to thank him for all his 
information. Just wanted to bring to attention that he was 
wonderful! Keep up the good work! 
 
Katy Lynn Johnston 

We so enjoy hearing about how 
the animals adopted from AFV are 
doing in their new homes.  
 
Here is Mr. Wayne with his new 
guardian, Pat. It looks like he is a 
very happy kitty. Pat says, ñHe is 
so loving and so much fun!ò 
 
We know youôll have a great life, 
Mr. Wayne!

Happy Days are Here Again for Bentley 
 

Earlier this year, a 5-year-old Lab named Shotgun (now Bentley) 
was turned into the shelter by his guardian. She stated that he 
was born blind in one eye and that he was virtually blind in the 
other.  
 
Monica Marshall, our rescue coordinator, notified Southern Cali-
fornia Labrador Retriever Rescue that he was at AFV. They res-
cued the lucky boy and took him to an eye specialist who was 
able to do surgery, saving his good eye so he can now at least 
partially see. The rescue group raised $3,500 for his surgery.  
 
Bentley has since been adopted by a super family with three hu-
man siblings and one older Lab sister. Bentley has gone to the 
beach, taken a boat ride in Newport Harbor, and takes daily visits 
to the park. Bella, his Lab sister, has also let him sleep on the 
bed. They get along great! And, his new family states, ñBentley is 
such a PERFECT fit for our family...he was meant to be with us!ò 

  

 
 

 
 

Romeo Finds His Juliet 
 

Ten-year-old Romeo was turned into AFV by his former 
guardian who could no longer care for him. Although he 
had spent his life outdoors, he was very friendly and 
loved attention; however, his dental disease was so bad 
that he was constantly salivating. 
 
Shortly after, he 
was rescued by 
Thrive Animal Res-
cue from San Die-
go. They addressed 
his dental needs 
and had him neu-

tered. After recovering 
from his surgeries, he 
was adopted and found 
his Juliet in a dreamy 
establishment for de-
mentia patients. He 
sleeps with her and fol-
lows her around with a 
permanent smile on his 
face. All the residents 

there adore him, and we are so happy to learn that he 
has found the perfect home to live out his days! 



Winter 2018 

 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         

Have You 

Heard?  

A big welcome to our new board member Eric Sammons!   
 
Eric and his family have lived in the 
Murrieta/Temecula Valley for over 
20 years. Huge animal lovers, they 
have two dogs, a cat, and two rab-
bits (all rescue animals) and, states 
Eric, ñIf my kids had their way that 
would just be the start!ò 
 
Professionally, Eric has worked in 
the Insurance/Risk Management 
industry for about 15 years, work-
ing with non profit organizations 
and various industries helping pro-
tect them so they can spend their 
time pursuing their objectives. 
 
ñI am greatly honored by the opportunity to serve Animal 
Friends of the Valleys as a board member and look forward 
to working with AFV to further its mission,ò says Eric. We 
are happy that he was able to join AFV and look forward to 
the knowledge and experience he brings.  
 
Eric replaces former board member Bob Zentner, who is 
moving to the mountains of Idaho to begin his retirement. 
We wish him all the best and thank him for his years of ser-
vice to AFV. 

At AFV, thereôs always something fun in the works to 
help the shelter animals. 
 
Last month, Angeloôs Brick Oven Pizzeria in Wildomar  
celebrated their one year anniversary by contributing 25 
percent of their proceeds for the day to AFV! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stop by Angeloôs the next time you are in the mood for 
some tasty food, impeccable service, and Italian hospi-
tality! 
 
A few nights later, Galway Spirits in Temecula held a 
Yappy Hour in which 20 percent of tastings proceeds 
went to the lost and homeless animals at the shelter. A 
big thank you to them! 
 
And thanks to our good friends at Lucky Chi Dog Res-
cue for sponsoring all spay and neuter fees for adop-
tions on Thanksgiving weekend. A whopping 66 animals 
were adopted during the two day special! 

Pictured are Katie Menges, AFV event and media man-
ager; Beth Soltysiak, AFV director of donor development; 
and Angelo.  

What An Outdoor Cat Misses Out Oné 
¶ Being hit by a car 

¶ Animal traps 

¶ Poisoning, accidental or intentional 

¶ Fighting with wild animals 

¶ Exposure to disease from other animals 

¶ Complaints from neighbors 

¶ Harsh weather 

¶ Getting caught in a car engine or garage 

¶ Fleas, ticks, parasites and worms 

¶ Getting collar hung on fences, etc. 

¶ Being stolen and used for dog bait 

¶ Attacked and eaten by a wild animal 

¶ Cruelty from strangers 

¶ A long life span  
 

Outdoor cats kill billions of birds and other wildlife each year and, according to Smithsonian.com, are the leading 
human-influenced cause of dead birds.  
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It is so wonderful knowing we have so many friends 
out there who are always willing to help whether good 
times or bad. 

The Girl Scouts of San Gorgonio brought lots of cool 
toys for the animals to play with while waiting for their 
families or new homes. They brought food, too! So 
nice of you, girls, and take it from usðthe animals  
really enjoyed the gifts! 

And a huge thank you to our friends at Abbott Vascular 
for collecting all these goodies for the shelter pets AND 
for their continued support of our organization and our 
mission to help the lost and homeless animals in our 
valleys!  

 
A special shout out to Girl 
Scout Troops 295 and 2352 for 
donating the proceeds of their 
cookie sales to AFV! 
 
And to the kids at French Valley 
Elementary for their awesome 
Dimes for Dogs donation! 
 
You are all amazingðthank you 

so much for supporting the animals at AFV! 
 
 
 

We want to give a huge shout-out and THANK YOU 
to the amazing group of people who saw our call for 
kitten supplies and came through with this incredible 
donation!! It's not every day that we get a call from 
Amazon asking if we have room to accept a full pal-
ette of donations but, boy, are we grateful!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, animal friends, for helping our shelter 
pets!   

Pssst! Did you know that 
you can donate to AFV 
every time you make a 
purchase on Amazon? 
Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com and 
choose Animal Friends 

of the Valleys as your charity. It costs you nothing, 
but helps the animals big time! 

Thank You! 

Angels on treetops 
And tinsel so shiny, 
Porcelain Santas 

And reindeer quite tiny, 
Low hanging ornaments 
Popcorn on stringsµ 
  Say your goodbyes 

To your favorite things. 


