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Hey, Golfers!   
Itõs Time for Our Annual 

FORE The Animals Golf Tournament! 
 

Animal Friends of the Valleys is thrilled to announce our annual FORE 
the Animals Golf Tournament presented by Paradise Chevrolet Cadil-
lac Buick GMC! 
 
This yearôs event will take place on Friday, April 19, at Menifee Lakes 
Country Club and will include 18 holes of golf on a beautiful course, 
live and silent auctions, complimentary breakfast and banquet lunch, 
and more! The best part? All of the proceeds from the event will bene-

fit Animal Friends of the Valleys in our mission to find loving forever homes for all the 
lost and homeless animals in our valleys! We need sponsors, too! 
 
Come on out and join the funðthe animals are depending on you! (More information 
and entry form inside.) 

Executive Director  
Neil Trent 

Mission Statement:  
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals  

through education and 
a humane, pro -active 

animal services pro-

gram. We are commit-

ted to preventing the 

suffering of animals and 

to ending pet overpopu-

lation in the cities we 

serve. 

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We  

offer animals for adop-

tion and provide animal 

services to Lake Elsi-

nore, Wildomar,  

Canyon Lake, Menifee, 

Murrieta, and Temecu-

la.  We are a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) organization.  

AFV Spay/Neuter Clinic Now Open 7 Days/Week  
 

Yes, you read that right! Our low cost spay/neuter clinic is now open daily for your  
convenience! Make an appointment for spay or neuter by calling 951-674-SPAY (7729). 
Need vaccinations? Open daily - 10 am to 1 pm (no appointment necessary). The  
address is 29001 Bastron Ave., Lake Elsinore. 
 
Donôt put it offðkitten and puppy season will soon be upon us. Please donôt allow your 
pets to breed and contribute to the overpopulation problem. 

AFV Distributes $25,000 in Spay/Neuter Vouchers 
On Spay Day USA 

Ending pet overpopulation in the cities we serve is part of AFVôs mission statement 
and we made a huge stride toward accomplishing that on February 26 by giving out 
545 spay/neuter vouchers to local residents. We issued 392 vouchers for dogs and 
153 for cats to be used at our low cost spay/neuter clinic. Just think of the many ani-
mal lives that will be saved! 
 
We thank all of our supporters who have donated to our spay/neuter program which 
makes an event like this possible. And, we thank our residents for taking the time to 
participate.  
 
The animals thank you, too! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Animal Friends of the Valleys         Spring 2019 Message from our Executive Director 

Animal Friends of the Valleys is not considered to be an animal advocacy group. Whereas those organizations 
work to pass laws concerning animal welfare, our efforts are focused on caring specifically for the animals that 
enter our shelter and throughout our community. Sometimes, however, the work of advocacy groups intersects 
with our own. This is certainly true in the case of the recently passed Assembly Bill AB-485.  
 
This well intentioned bill was an attempt to prevent puppy mills---high volume, inhumane dog breeding opera-
tionsðfrom doing business in California. Puppy mills are run without regard for the welfare of the animals in their 
care. They treat dogs like unfeeling objects, forced to endure a lifetime, often in cramped foul and filthy cages. The 
dogs are continually bred, only to have their puppies loaded onto trucks and shipped to pet stores across the 
country. Many of the puppies die or become ill in transit. 
 
The passing of AB-485 requires that all pet stores, as of January 1, 2019, only carry puppies from an animal shel-
ter or a non-profit rescue that is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal  Revenue Code and that does 
not obtain animals from breeders or brokers for compensation. If this law came together as intended, it could have made a significant 
impact on the pet overpopulation problem in California. Unfortunately, puppy mill operators simply set themselves up as ñrescues" there-
by circumventing the law and continuing their exploitation without interruption.  
 
Across the country, over 1.5 million dogs and cats are euthanized annually. About 23% of new pet dogs are obtained from shelters while 
the remaining 77% come from sources such as pet stores, puppy mills, or online. Just a small shift in that percentage---as little as 3%---
would make a significant impact in reducing that 1.5 million figure. Unfortunately, it is the designer puppies that are most in demand and 
can command thousands of dollars. Although purebred dogs do arrive at our shelter, pet stores are not knocking on our door offering to 
help us find homes for them or any of our other dogs for that matter. 
 
Most people are simply unaware that they are inadvertently supporting puppy mills when they shop at one of these pet stores. After all, 
these stores often promote the falsehood that their animals are from a rescue. Be assured, however, that in most cases, those puppies 
came directly from a puppy mill, allowing this fraudulent and ugly exploitation to go on.  
 
We expect that you are as distressed as we are that this mistreatment of animals is allowed to continue. There is, however, something 
you can do. Help us educate others. Tell friends and family, and anyone who will listen, the truth about puppy mills and the stores that 
support them. When they are ready to bring home a new dog, it just may save a life! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Neil 

Recently AFV Animal Control staged and carried out a multi-pet store sweep enforcing AB485. The officers issued over 60 citations for 
various violations including selling puppies not in compliance with Californiaôs Health and Safety code.  
 
AFV Animal Control Officers will continue to inspect these stores for violations on a regular basis. The sweep was to let them know we 
are here and we intend to be the voice for the animals.  

Meet our friendly clinic staff:  
(l to r) Emily, Allison, Tristen, Dr. Laura Paris, Chris, Laura,  
Derrick, Amanda, Dr. Margo Kasting, Sydney, Jennifer, 
Limny (clinic manager) 

    Photo by Taylor Martin Photography 

Weôve got you covered. 
Our low cost spay and 
neuter clinic is just a 
phone call away.  
 
Do your part to help stop 
the pet overpopulation 
crisis! Your animal will be 
happier and healthier; 

most importantly, he or she will not contribute more litters to a 
world that does not have homes for them.  
 
Call for an appointment today:  951-674-SPAY (7729)  
 
Need vaccinations? Open daily -  10 am to 1 pm (no appoint-
ment necessary).  
 
For more information, log on to our website: 
www.animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/services-licensing/. 

Now Open  

7 days a 

week! 

Sˢʳʶʕ Nɫeʋ tʙ Spˉʦ ˛ʞ Nˏuɾˏʞ Y˛ˤʞ Peʠ? 
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This quarter we have two extra special volunteers to tell 
you about!  

Helen Sheehan completed 
over 230 hours at our shot 
clinic since June 2018!  
 
Wow, thank you, Helen. We 
know the staff at our busy 
clinic is so grateful for your 
help! 

Judy Olvera is one of AFVôs 
shining stars! She is a dedicat-
ed and compassionate young 
woman who helps care for our 
fostered and shelter animals at 
our weekly Saturday adoption 
events at the Murrieta Petco. 
 
Judy assists us with training 
new volunteers, speaking to 
potential adopters and loving on 
our furry friends, like long time 
foster, Roscoe! 
 
We truly appreciate Judyôs hard work and big heart. We 
know great things lie ahead for her. Congratulations,  
Judy! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Starting Summer 2019, our 
newsletters are going digital! 
 
Help us save money (and trees!) 
Sign up for our digital mailing list 
at:  

 
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/E-newsletter  

 
If you would like to continue receiving your newsletters by mail, 
please email: event@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com with your 
address and you will be added to our mailing list! 

Our newsletters  
are going  

GREEN ! 

Sign Up for our Online Newsletter!  

Kittens and puppies are coming 
And We need your help!  

Kitten season is upon us and we need to prepare for 
the over 1,000 felines that we expect to come through 
the shelter this year. 
 
We are in need of the following items: 
 

¶ Dry kitten food 

¶ Wet kitten food (Friskies Pate or Fancy Feast Kitten 
Formula preferred) 

¶ Kitten milk replacer (KMR) 

¶ Kitten bottles/replacement nipples 

¶ Scoopable cat litter 

¶ Cat beds and blankets 

¶ Cardboard cat scratchers 

¶ Temperature control heating pad 

¶ Vicks humidifier for kitten/sick room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Puppy season is coming, too! They need the following: 
 

¶ Wet dog and puppy food 

¶ Grain free dog food 

¶ Puppy formula 

¶ Soft treats 

¶ Baby blankets 

¶ Toys 

¶ Pee pads 

¶ Bleach 

¶ Laundry/dish soap 

¶ Bagless vacuum 
 
Feel free to stop by your local store and deliver these 
items to the shelter or visit our wish list at 
animalfriendsofthevalleys.com/kitten-season 

 
A heartfelt thank you to 
Lucky Chi Dog Rescue 

for sponsoring all spays and neuters for  
animals adopted during Valentineôs Day   

weekend. 
Sixty animals were adopted during the three day 

special event! 
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Contact us...  
 
customercare@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
animalcontrol@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
volunteers@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 
foster@animalfriendsofthevalleys.com 

Dear Animal Friends...  

Enclosed is a donation for the animals you save. Do with it 
what you likeé 
 
I adopted Brownie (Shiba Inu) from you about 10 years ago 
and she is still just the sweetest dog ever (as long as you 
arenôt the garbage collector or the nice man who comes 
and mows my lawn every week). 
 
I still remember the day that I came and met her. She was 
scared and trying to hide behind her kennel in the cage she 
was in, but once we got in the big ñmeet meò cage, I saw 
how absolutely sweet she is. 
 
Brownie is also, literally, the 
easiest dog to live with. Sheôs 
never had an accident inside 
our house and the few times 
sheôs gotten out of our back-
yard she runs around to the 
front door and knocks on it 
with her paw. 
 
My husband likes to take her 
in the front yard with him 
while heôs working on our car 
or just sitting on the porch 
and Brownie stays right with 
him. 
 
Yes, goofy Princess Brownie has been a gift to our family. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
T. Kick 

We are always so happy to hear from the families who have 
adopted one of our shelter pets. Our adopters are truly 
friends in need!   

 
<<<Adopted Panda 
from AFV and sheôs 
settling in pretty wellé 
(Yes, she certainly  
appears to be!) 
         ðM. Shillito 

 
 
    

 
Adopted Miss Elphaba from 
AFV almost 12 years ago. >>> 
                  ðD. Van Pelt 

<<<Feeling so blessed to have 
Tink in our family!  
               ðThe Barretts 
 

 
Thank you for blessing us with 
Mena! Picked her up on 12/24 
after being spayed and she is  
doing wonderful! She has been  
the perfect fit for our family! >>> 
            ðM. Adame 
 

<<<Thank you for letting us adopt 
Kumo. He is a great addition to 
our family! He is very much loved. 
      ð-The Metcalfs 

 

Thank You  
For 

Adopting. 

Just a reminderé 
 
When you are adopting a 
pet, take the time to meet  
The scared ones, 
The shy ones, 
The ones that donôt stand 
out to you, 
The ones with the boring 
colors or missing limbs, 
The older ones, 
The frail ones. 
They have not given up. 

They just need you. 
And, maybe, you just need them, too. 
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We are so honored to have been awarded Nonprofit of the Year, 
along with The Warrior Built Foundation, by Lake Elsinore Valley 
Chamber of Commerce in February. 
 
We know how hard every organization works towards helping 
those in need in their community and are so thankful to have been 
nominated alongside such wonderful Lake Elsinore organizations! 

Pictured, right, are AFV Executive Director Neil Trent, Event and Media Manager 
Katie Menges, and Director of Donor Development Beth Soltysiak with the awards. 
 
Shortly after, we were thrilled to be awarded the Emerald Service / Charitable  
Organization of the Year by the Temecula Valley Chamber Of Commerce!  

 
AFV Executive Director Neil Trent and Director of  
Donor Development Beth Soltysiak, right, with the 
award.  
 
We are so lucky to have such a wonderful community 
to serve and surround us. Thank you all so much for 
your support of our mission to help and care for all of 
the lost and homeless pets in our valleys. 
 
 

AFV Receives Two Prestigious Awards 

Have You 

Heard?  

A Big Welcome  
To Our Newest  

Animal Control Officer!  
 
Meet Officer Schlosser, who recently was 
sworn in by Chief Middleton. We have an 
amazing group of officers who come to work 
each day to make a difference in the lives of the 
animals in our communities and we are happy 
to have Officer Schlosser join our team. 
 
Give him a friendly wave when you see him 
driving through your neighborhood!  
 

Snakes Alive! 
 

Itôs that time of year again, when rattlesnakes begin to emerge after their long winterôs 
nap. After winter rains, vegetation growth attracts their prey, such as mice and other 
rodents. Their period of greatest activity is from March to June.  
 
Make sure to always keep your dog on a short leash when walking or hiking (6 ft. or 
shorter is the law.) Also, keep your yard free of debris and keep shrubs trimmed. Con-
sider having your pet vaccinated with rattlesnake vaccine if he is going to be in an area 
where he might have a run-in with a snake. AFVôs clinic offers rattlesnake vaccine for 
$15 (two doses, four weeks apart, are necessary.)  
 
Photo credit:  Gary Nafis. 

From Animal Control 

News. . . 

Officer Schlosser and Chief Middleton 

  

https://www.facebook.com/Temecula-Valley-Chamber-151446335516374/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCBQX7gd2QJQ4YoHYjTYfv5se8nrwjJ6yo9Bko_SneLMUj9ofOFOxdGsmkTyw-Wogmp5K0yasuFN36D&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA7jNb2fBb8Zn2zFtehM3KsLIQybCVPjKOOPNxCzYYPrMsoJwf2eRI3IQ7hzwkk9
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