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Shelter petséheads and tails above the rest! 

Mission Statement:  
Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane 

care of animals  

through education and 
a humane, pro -active 

animal services pro-

gram. We are commit-

ted to preventing the 

suffering of animals and 

to ending pet overpopu-

lation in the cities we 

serve. 

 

Animal Friends of the 

Valleys is your local 

animal shelter. We  

offer animals for adop-

tion and provide animal 

services to Lake Elsi-

nore, Wildomar,  

Canyon Lake, Menifee, 

Murrieta, and Temecu-

la.  We are a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) organization.  

AFV Welcomes Our New Executive Director, 
Monica Wylie 

 
AFV conducted a nationwide search for our new executive  
director. We were fortunate to find and hire Monica Wylie,  
who began her position as executive director on  
September 9, 2019. 
 
Monica was the deputy director at The Humane Society for  
Tacoma & Pierce County in Tacoma, Washington, where she 
spent 15 years coming up through the ranks. She started out in 
customer service and, as a result of her excellent performance 
and results-oriented leadership, worked her way up to deputy 
director. As deputy director, Monica was responsible for  
providing visionary leadership for, at one point, the largest open  
admissions shelter in the state of Washington. Her hands-on  
ability to work with a wide variety of stakeholders, including team 

members, customers, communities and the animal welfare industry, resulted in numerous 
successful and harmonious partnerships and programs. 
 
Having spent 15 years in animal welfare, Monica has a track record of identifying areas of   
opportunity in the world of animal sheltering; she delivered measurable results in various 
settings and programs in line with current best practices. Monica stated, ñCollaboration at 
all levels, both within an organization and with community partners, can often be the  
difference between life and death in the sheltering world.ò 
 
Monica has been a guest speaker at animal welfare national and regional conferences. She 
presented at the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) Regional Cat Symposium in 
Seattle and Phoenix, HSUS Animal Expo as part of Pets For Life (three years in a row) and 
part of the Million Cat Challenge. 
 
(Continued on next page.) 

YOUR MISSION: Should you choose to accept ité 

 
Plenty of top secret surprises are in store at AFVõs annual Wines for Canines &  

Kitties: òFur Your Eyes Onlyó fundraising gala September 28, 6:30-10:00 pm, at  

Wilson Creek Winery in Temecula. NBC Inland Empire Bureau Chief Tony Shin will 

emcee this yearõs secret agent-themed event which promises an evening of  

espionage and philanthropy for all in attendance.  

 

Tickets are $125 per secret agent or $1,000 for a table of ten which includes dinner, 

dessert and music under the moonlight; wine and a signature event 

champagne cocktail; dogs on the catwalk; stealth photo ops and much 

more.  

 

Visit www.winesforcanines.com for details.  

 

Executive Director  

Monica Wylie  
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Some of Monicaôs accomplishments include the following:      
 

¶ Initiated one of ten pilot mentorship cities in inaugural 
Pets for Life program launch 

¶ 133% increase in event revenue 

¶ 500% increase in retail sales 

¶ 1000% increase in number of volunteers 

¶ Created first rabbit webinar for HSUS 

¶ Beta test site for Dr. Margaret Slaterôs Feline Behavior 
Study 

¶ Million Cat Challenge inaugural site 

¶ Orchestrated three vaccine clinics reaching more than 
1,500 underserved pets 

¶ Implemented TNR program 

¶ Founding member of Puget Sound Animal Shelter  
      Alliance 

¶ Presented intake behavior findings to UC Davis Koret 
School of Shelter Medicine 

¶ Awarded grants for several programs including TNR 
and Pets for Life 

¶ Implemented standards of care to ensure the Five 
Freedoms were met for all animals 

¶ Created Employee Feedback and Evaluation  
       process, including recruiting and retention segments 

¶ Conducted process re-engineering to ensure efficiency 
and flow in areas of operation 

¶ Increased revenue of annual fundraiser by 50% 

¶ Created standard operating procedures for shelter   
departments 

¶ Increased live release rate from 70% to more than 90% 
for both cats and dogs 

¶ Worked closely with  Kate Hurley, DVM; Cindy Karsten, 
DVM; and Denae Wagner, DVM, with the Koret School 
of Shelter Medicine to calculate capacity for care and 
reduce length of stay by 50% 

¶ Instituted first Pets for Life Program in the northwest 
and secured more than $100,000 in grant funding to 
continue the program and support underserved  

      communities 

¶ Increased Foster Program tenfold and reduced length 
of stay by two-thirds 

 
Monicaôs leadership style is one of inclusivity; she believes 
in the team approach, positive change, and creative  
programs that help the animals and the communities 
served. We look forward to Monicaôs spirit of positive 
change and organizational growth at AFV. Welcome 
onboard, Monica! 
 
   Jeanette-Marie Bassi 
   AFV Board of Directors 

From the Desk of... 
Beth Soltysiak,  
Director of Donor 
Development 
 
This year is flying by. Animal 
Friends had a busy summer with 
Kids Camp, our Ohm Sweet 
Ohm kitten and puppy yoga, 
Movies in the Park, Menifee  
Mixer, and various city events. I 
would like to thank all of the 
businesses and individuals who 
participated in these events and 
our countless volunteers who give of their time. 
 
I would also like to thank all those who donated to the shelter. We 
rely on your generosity to help care for the hundreds of animals 
that come through our doors every year. Your support also helps 
with our animal programs that we offer to all community members. 
 
One of our special longtime supporters, Sam DeLuca, made a 
special contribution on behalf of his friend Dormalee McFadden, 
who passed earlier this year. She was a special cat lover, with 
one particular cat she adopted from the shelter named Lover Boy. 
Because Sam is such a good friend of the shelter, we created a  
special naming plaque in honor of Dormalee. This plaque is 
proudly hung on the outside of the main cattery room. Sam and 
Chris Caldwell (daughter of Dormalee) joined the staff and board 
members for this special dedication. Please come by the shelter 
to see Samôs plaque for his constant support for AFV and for his 
friend Dormalee McFadden. 

Jeanette-Marie Bassi, AFV board member; Sam DeLuca, Chris 
Caldwell, Beth Soltysiak, AFV director of donor development; 
Kristine Anderson, AFV board member; Kathy McIntire, AFV 
director of administration. 

AFV is coming up on our largest fundraising event of the year, 
Wines for Canines and Kitties, FUR YOUR EYES ONLY,  
Saturday, September 28, 6:30 pm, at Wilson Creek Winery. This 
fun James Bond themed affair will include Tony Shin from NBC 4 
as MC, dinner, tango performance, AFV dog show, champagne 
reception, wine, and live auction. You will not want to miss this 
fun and important event for AFV! For tickets, please go to  
Winesforcanines.com.  
 
I know there are many nonprofit and city events happening 
around the same time as this special event, but we rely on your 
support to expand our animal programs for military families and 
new programs for the elderly in our communities. Any businesses 
that would like to support this event through sponsorship, which 
includes one-of-a-kind marketing benefits to reach your target 
market while supporting the animals, please call me at  
951-805-6239. AFV would not exist without the support of local 
cities, businesses and community supporters.  
 
Thank you again for your support. It takes a villageé 

Welcome, Monica! 
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HOUSTON,  

WEõVE GOT A PROBLEM. 

HOUSTON, WEõVE GOT  A PROBLEM. 

Folks, we need to have a serious talk. Something is very 
wrong in our communities. And, yes, it is a life or death 
situation.  
 
We can fly men to the moon, send a rover (not the K9 
kind!) to Mars, sequence the human genome, cure  
disease; and, yet, some people in our communities still 
havenôt made the simple effort to spay/neuter their pets.  
 
ñI canôt afford it,ò you say? Or, ñItôs too much troubleò?  
ñMy pet never goes outsideò? (Hey, it only takes one 
escape, and escape they will, especially when they are 
in heat or if a male cat or dog lives near a female in 
heat!)  
 
The cost of a spay for a (female) cat at our low cost  
clinic is only $60; neuter for a (male) cat is $50. (Surgery 
costs for dogs are based on weight.) You can hardly 
take the family out to dinner for those prices these days. 
If money is tight, we might be able to help. Call us, and 
weôll steer you in the right direction. (We even give out 
free spay/neuter vouchers at various times throughout 
the year. All you have to do is pick one up and use it!) 
 
This was a rough summer for AFV staff. The cats just 
kept coming and coming. Every day, there were more 
litters in the night drop and coming through the front 
door.  
 
Adopting a pet is a responsibility that should not be  
taken lightly. Food, vaccinations and other medical  
expenses are going to add up. Spay and neuter is one 
of the first expenses for which you should plan. It will 
create a better life for you and your pet; and, you will not 
have the worry of unexpectedly being presented with 
several litters every year. (Yes, cats can have as many 
as five litters in a year!) 
 
Our low cost spay/neuter clinic makes doing the  
responsible thing as easy and convenient for you as 
possible. We are even open seven days a week!  
 
So, cômon, call us todayð951-674-7729. 
 
  
 
  

If a dog was the teacher you 
would learn things like: 
 
Å When your loved ones come 
home, always run to greet them. 
 
Å Never pass up the opportunity to 
go for a joyride. 
 
Å Allow the experience of fresh air 

and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy. 
 
Å Take naps. 
 
Å Stretch before rising. 
 
Å Run, romp, and play daily. 
 
Å Thrive on attention and let people touch you. 
 
Å Avoid biting when a simple growl will do. 
 
Å On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass. 
 
Å On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady 
tree. 
 
Å When youôre happy, dance around and wag your entire 
body. 
 
Å Delight in the simple joy of a long walk. 
 
Å Be faithful. 
 
Å Never pretend to be something youôre not. 
 
Å If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it. 
 
Å When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close 
by, and nuzzle them gently.  

AFV is a firm believer in humane 
euthanasia for very sick, elderly or 
seriously injured pets. When the time 
comes, we are here for you.  
 
We also offer in-home euthanasia. 
 
For more information and advice, 

please call 951-674-0618, ext. 233.  
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A big thanks to two 
super volunteers,  
Michael Wouwenaar 
and Dallas Swallow, 
for building our  
erosion braces in front 
of the shelter.  
 
Michael took our rail-
road ties home and 
cut, power washed, 
and weather sealed 
them. He also donat-
ed the metal nails and 
sand used in the project. Dallas helped dig, level, 
and pack the ground. Thanks, guys, you saved 
the animals a bundle of money! 

We also thank the Canyon Lake Womanôs Club 
and their canine friend for choosing AFV as one of 
the non profit organizations they donated to this 
year. It certainly means a lot to us and the animals 
in our care! 

Canôt forget Troop 1952! 
Check out all the goodies 
they brought. Hey, they even 
brought some Girl Scout 
cookies for the staff! 
 
Thanks, girls! 

Pictured are our own Beth Soltysiak, AFV direc-
tor of donor development; Kathy McIntire, AFV 
administrative supervisor; and Rick Magira, AFV 
human resources generalist accepting a dona-
tion from Orange Grove Energy. Thank you! 

óCourse, some of our very best friends are our wonderful 
volunteers. Here they are at the Volunteer Appreciation 
BBQ held for them earlier this summer. We love you 
guys! 

And, weôre not forgetting all the 
wonderful people in our com-
munities who save lives by 
adopting the homeless animals 
at the shelter.  
 
Mrs. Funston and her husband 
lost their previous little dog sev-
eral months ago. When they 
felt ready to open the hearts to  
another, they met Claire and 
Brianna at a recent Saturday 
adoption show at the Murrieta 
Petco and adopted them both! 
Arenôt they a super sweet pair? 
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Dear Animal Friends...  

Animal Friends of the Valleys Core Values 
 

Compassion for Animals 
 
Employee Excellence 
 
Outstanding Community and Customer Service 
 
Building Strong Networks, Partnerships and Alliances 
 
Educational Advocacy 
 
Fiscal Responsibility 

I just wanted to send you this (picture) 
of Simba. He hadnôt been playing at all 
since we arrived here in California. 
Thanks to your help he got the care he 
needed and is now feeling great and 
back to his usual self!  
 
Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. ðB. Duncan 
 
Thank you...it is so depressing to not be able to care for 
your pet. You were a big help (to Boomer). ðB. Hurd 
 
Did you know that we are able to assist our residents who need 
help caring for their pets? We are grateful to be able to offer the 
Dryden Grant for an adult living in one of the cities we serve and 
whose income is less than $2000 per month. Please note that 
grant money is not always available. Contact Kathy McIntire, 
AFV administrative supervisor, at 951-674-0618, ext. 219, for 
information.  

  
Thank you so very much for helping me 
get Kittykat euthanized. She went peace-
fully; she was suffering. The (staff) and 
the technicians were very sympathetic 
and comforting to Kittykat and myself. 
Thank you for all the care that you and 
the program provide. ð Betty Jo 
                                                                     

 
About five months ago, my girlfriend and I adopted two 
kittens from this shelter. We were helped by Jonathon 
Chrispen and he was amazing! He answered every ques-
tion we had and even gave answers to questions we didnôt 
know we should be asking! 
 
More recently, my girlfriend and I wanted to adopt a dog. 
When deciding where to go, there was no other choice 
than to go right back to Jonathan at AFV. Once again, 
outstanding service! We met our newest family member 
and instantly fell in love! Thanks to everyone at AFV,  
especially you, Jonathon.   ðBrett S. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marley (left), and  
Sir Ulrich Von Lichtenstein 
(right) 

Jonathon Chrispen 

 
 

 
 
When itôs sooo hot that both of 
you have to take a break from 
the chase, you know itôs hot!  
 
Officer Dossett found an over-
heated runner and is waiting for 
backup to help get him loaded.  
 
This big 200 lb. Neo Mastiff was 
taken to Murrieta Animal  
Hospital and treated for heat exhaustion and is fine. 
Thank you Murrieta Animal Hospital for being partners 
with AFV Animal Control. You guys are amazing! Thank 
you to the bystanders that brought water to help.  
 
(Oh, and Officer Dossett is ok, too!)  

Still Putting Off Having Your Pet Microchipped? 
Then You Need to Read This! 

 
Back in August, we received a report that a cat named Mushu 
was lost in Temecula and that she was microchipped. Several 
days later, a Temecula resident found a cat and took her to a 
veterinary office to check for a microchip, but no chip was found. 
She then posted a Found Report on our website.  
 
A few weeks later, Lisa Castle, our pet recovery clerk, heard from 
the owner that she had seen Mushu on the Lost Found Page on 
our website and had contacted the finder. They compared  
photos, and the cats looked identical. But there was still the  
issue of the microchip.   
 
Thankfully, the finder took the 
cat to another animal hospital 
and, voila!, she was found to 
have an international chip! But 
thatôs not the end of the  
storyðher owner had left the 
country and was now in Qatar 
in the Middle East!  
 
Imagine Lisaôs surprise when 
the owner emailed her that 
she had flown back to California and was reunited with Mushuu!! 
They flew back to Qatar the next day.  
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Have You 

Heard?  

Shepherd of Life Lutheran Church 
welcomes the community of pet  
owners to join them for 

The Blessing of The Animals 

A short blessing of our 
pets by Pastor Linda Olsen 
and a chance for pet  
owners to meet. 

Saturday, Oct. 5 at 10 a.m. 
30400 Grand Ave., Lake Elsinore 

We are happy to report that the city of Wildomar has joined 
the cities of Menifee, Canyon Lake and Lake Elsinore in 
requiring that all cats and dogs residing in the cities be 
spayed/neutered and microchipped. We are hopeful that 
Temecula and Murrieta will soon require the same. 

114 Animals Adopted During  

Clear The Shelters Weekend!  

 

What a great weekend it was during the August Clear the 
Shelters event! We adopted 61cats, 52 dogs, and a pot 
bellied pig during the three day weekend. An extra special 
huge thanks to Lucky Chi Dog Rescue for sponsoring the 
spay/neuter fees for the animals adopted. 
 
Here are just a few of the lucky adoptees! 
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Kitten Yoga  

was a lot  

of fun, too!  

This little guy 

was lucky 

enough to meet 

one of the  

players at  

Bark ôN Brew! 

òHey, look at me!ó 

Kids had a Great Time at Kids Camp!  

 

A big thanks to LLL Reptiles, Murrieta Police Dept.,  

and Robin 

and Kristin 

with Lucky 

Bunny Rabbit 

Rescue for 

participating 

in Kids Camp 

this summer!   

More Exciting Happenings This Summer...  

Pssst! you can donate to 
AFV every time you make a 
purchase on Amazon.  
Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com and 
choose Animal Friends of 

the Valleys as your charity. It costs you nothing, but helps 
the animals big time! 

Did you know you can pur-
chase an ID tag for your pet 
at the shelter? Check out our 
tag engraving machine in the 
shelter lobby! 


